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FT” HEN an Appeal has been made to 
the Reaſon and Candor of Men and 
Chriſtians; from the Decrees of ſuch 


as either really are, or fancy them- 

ſelves to be, veſted with Power and Authority, it 1s 
a plain Debt to the publick, to ſhew the Caſe has 
been truly ſtated, and to warn the World of any 
unfair Arts and Meaſures which may be afterwards 
uſed to lead Men into a partial and miſtaken Judg- 
ment. It has been thought that the practiſing 
this way, by the Author J am concern'd with, has 
been ſo groſs,” and at the ſame time ſo weak and 
ttifling, that it might lock too like a diſtruſting the 
umm Senſe of Mankind, to beſtow any Pains on 
drawing up a formal. Anſwer to him; And it is 
rery certain, if it couẽd he hoped that Men wouꝰd 
tink it wotth there while, again to peruſe ſuch 2 
bulky Performance as the IRMA L happen'd to 
be, and carefully compare the direct Anſwers 
Which may be there met with, to all the mighty 
Charges and Reaſoningsthat are offered againſt me 
n Defence of the Synod, it wou'd be no 

aher than a ſuperfluous: Undertaking, to form 

ay new diſtinct Reply. But as this is not to be 

expected from any but the few curious and impar- 

nal Inquirers after Truth, it becomes neceſſary to 

A 2 make 


make the Work ſhorter and eaſter for the generali-MWfRe; 
ty, who may be in the leaſt diſpos'd to give thisfſhis pr 
Cauſe a Rehearing ; and for their EnconragementMWard(! 
to put into their Hands a plain Brięt of it, by e. Neaed 
zmining the Weakneſs and Defects of this ſtrange Nou 
Repreſentation, that is with ſuch an Air of Afur- 
ance ſought to be obtruded on the World. 
T#rs is a Task attended with it's own Diff. 
culties. For Authors who are true Adepts in the 
TRITICAL way of writing, have all the A&W. 
vantage of a Party purſu'd thro wild and deſart 
Mountains, who are hardly ever to be reduced 
to the Neceſſity of a fair Engagement, hut flyfron 
hill to hill, and only maintain a kind @f running 
Fight; and tho“ every now and then they make] 
Show, as if they were fully reſolved to give Bu 
tel, and diſpute every Inch of Ground, yet after a 
their Strength and their Safety lies in skipping 
from place to place, and their greateſt Hope isb 
rambling up and don, to tire out the regula 
Forces, by their being obliged to march in good 
Order, and keep cloſe to the eſtabliſned Rules d 
the Art of War. For in like manner. theſe geſulin 
Miters are never to be fixed to any Point, and 
deal ſo much in incoherent Starts and Hinte, tha 
they are ſcarce to be come at by any of the Me 
thods of fair and ſober Reaſoning. Their T/ought 
are tumbled together with as little Order and Re 
gularity, as the hills and riſings ſeem to bo in ya 
heaps and ridges of Mountains, and they equally 
ſerve them as Faſtneſſes to fly to, out of the reac 
of the molt convincing Arguments, and fo have 
fair chance ro tire out any who may attempt It 
overcome them by à cloſe and rational way & 
writing. Thus we ſee the learned and exceſſen 
Perſon who has with ſo much Calmneſs and * | 


Reaſon, purſued this Author in Vindication of 
s private Letter, has been put under greater 
ardſhips in wandring after him thro” his uncon- 
eded Thoughts, than in defeating him, where he 
ed fairly meet him; and ar laſt modeſtly de- 
es his Reader to peruſe the Reaſons in Mr. N- 
Thal, and fairly compare their Solidity and Strength 
*M with the rambling and weak Arguments Mr. M 
ll ba: offered *. See Mr. Boyſe's Vindication, &c. 
A / Raron, 
lr is happy for me that when this Drawcanſir 
s at laſt taken the Field, he has, with reſpect to 
u caſe, ſhut up himſelf in narrow Bounds, and 
noſe for the moſt, part ſuch as I have travelled 
many a time before. For as bold and daring 
Fe is, he pretends: to no more than to venture 
a a few Thoughts in Defence of the Syued. 
I Now it were to no purpoſe to put ſuch a Writer 
i mind, that what in this View he muſt only aim 
aa , to offer ſuch Thong hes many or jeu, as will e- 
doe tend to vindicate the Synod in caſting me 
s 088 tor refuſing to purge myſelf of a ſuſpected Er- 
no, when they knew it was contrary to the Light 
y cConſcience to ſubmit to a Method ſo repug- 
lt to the eſſential Rules of Juſtice, and the eſta- 
hed Diſcipline of the Goſpel. For he and all 
'Urethren of the tritical way, ſcorn to keep cloſe 
12 Point ; they muſt have the pleaſure of wan- 
ig and amuſing themſelyes with whatever they 
RN And thus in order to aſſert to the poor in- 
Hua their inquifitory Power, he takes Riſe 
a the Tears, the Synod's trouble and mine 
dom his Eyes, leads us thro” the long Story 
WW”: Converſation at Monyrea, and trumps up the 
s of the Libel, which the Party themſelves 
ar fit either to refer, drop, or not enter upon. 
| A3 ene 
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But what theſe had to do in U of the Synod 
Conduct in excluding me upon a Claim of Poe. 
which had no manner of Relation to them, Mpir 
might jult have been as well done, as we ſee hn 
ſince happen d in the Excluſion of the P7esbjtey 
Antrim, if there had never been any ſuch thing 
all, wou'd be very hard to conceive, if we we 
to expect any juſt or coherent Reaſoning. Bu 
ſhall not inſiſt on ſuch rigid Terms, but folk 
him wherever his Run of Fancy leads me, in 
way or out of the way, thro' thick or thin, it 
all the ſame to me. * . 

* He ſeems to make his firſt ſtand in a very 
lucky place; for there he can find no mannet 
Safety, if the Truth of the caſe, or the Pat 
own Deciſions be able to diflodge him. He 
ledges what drew Tears from his Eyes, was the m 
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* AND now becauſe Mr Nevin's Caſe is brought in he 
no plauſible Excuſe can be offer'd by Mr H. in favour 
Synod, but the Reaſon: of the Proteſtors againſt his E 
are (he ays) in the Opinion of very good Judges, , Um 
able : I ſhall venture to offer a few Thoughts in Detas 
the SY NOD, and as for the Unanfwerable Reaſons he 3 
of, I ſhall leave it to the unbyaſs'd Reader to judge, u 
are not fairly anſwer'd, either in the Lettter annexed 1 
Eſſay, or obviated in the Reaſonings that have been 4 
offer'd. Mr. Nevin is a Gentleman I eſteem very much. 
can aſſure the World, the Trouble he gave the 8 1 NOD, 
brought upon himſelf, drew Tears from my Eyes z. tho 
could not obſerve him much affected, which was 7 5 
ful Remark of many beſides myſelf. It's plain, he 13% 5 
very unguardedly of the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Im 
in a Converſation he had in Mr. Hannington 's ot h / 
which he himſelt has publiſhed. by his own Narxatige : 10e 
verſation was introduced when the third: Section af the , | 
third Chapter of the Vet minſter· Conftſim had been ne 
where the Aagiſtrat's Power to ſupprefs Blaſphemys ib , 
See Overtures let in a fair Light, f. 53, 59: 


rave the Synod, and brought upon myſelf : But he 
ou'd have remember'd of all the Articles of the 
Worthy Libel, which came before the Synod, not 
e came properly and regularly even in their own 
pinion ; for they either refer'd, dropt, or ſhrunk 
vm the plain and obvious meaning of them. So 
at the naked Truth is, the Synod, 1. e. himſelf 
| ſome leading Men, libell'd and proſecuted me 
an unprecedented and irregular way, and without 
Color of Juſtice gave me the Trouble of ſtanding 
reral days in Judgment before them. And it they 
tought upon themſelves the vexatious Trouble of 
ing bafled in the violent Attempt they made upon 
Character and Miniſtry, I know no Reaſon 
hy I ſhou'd have been much affected. But had T 
ſerved this Gentleman's Tears, I ſhou'd have 
en ready to apply to him and his tender hearted 
ethren theſe Words, weep not for me, but weep 

yourſelves. 1 
Non is he more fortunate in what he wou'd 
ke for being plain, and perhaps deſign'd for his 
ad Quarters in this Excurſion he makes to re- 
re the ſinking Honour of the Synod, viz. That 
bad talked very unguardedly of the Doctrine of the 
” bleſſed Trinity &c. I freely own this and ſo 
wy other things in his ſew Thoughts being ſo pure- 
maginary, and entirely the Creatures of his 
n Brain, gave me a ſtrong Apprehenſion, that 
re muſt be ſome unhappy Cauſe for his ſeeing 
lings in ſuch a ſtrange and miſtaken Manner. 
d upon the leaſt Refle&ion this will appear to 
nothing elſe than his own intemperate Zeal, 
ch in a natural Way may eaſily produce this 
Sizing Effect. For however the Fervour and 
mth of Zeal is. as neceſſary to preſerve in our 
% 2 devout and religions Temper, as Heat 
| 15 
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is to keep the proper Degree of Vigour and Ac 
tivity in our bodily Frame, yet whenever it ile 
ro an immodetate Height, it caſts the Man's Spi 
Lit iato a raging Fever, juſt as an unnatural De 
giee of Heat or Rareſcence of the Blood cauk 


that Diſorder in the Body, and they have mud k 
the ſame Effects. For in one Caſe as well as th the 
Other, in the Fever of the Mind as well as thi #7: 
Body, the Imagination gains ſuch enorme unde 
Strength, as does not only beget the Belief ¶ one 
{trange internal Apprehenſions, but it is able ¶ cer“ 
aſſure Men of the Preſence of external Objeß Sync 
which are not. For if this were not really his ci es 
how cou'd it ever enter into his Head, u Proſc 
talked very unguardedly of the Doctrine of the «Wot 
bleſſed Trinity, in a Converſation &c, which I had jt the £ 
liſhed by my own Narrative, when there is not did 
Word in the whole Narrative about that DoariiMW* ault 
at all; and yet with him *tis P LAIN Tut 
publiſh*d that I had talked very unguardedly about ne 
But if with him the DEIT Y of Chriſt, is Her lin 
fame with the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Tiff = 
yet it is all viſionary of my having talked very Wl." © 
guardedly of that important Doctrine, for wha Where 
ſaid of it's being no Blaſphemy in the Jews to 4 fre þ 
Chriſt to be God, was in the Senſe I delivered ly uf 
repreſented it in my Narrative of that Converlfl,*5, 
tion, fo far from talking unguardedly of it, t ure ei 
when Icall'd it in my Anſwer to the Libel a0 am 
tain and undoubted Truth p. 64, the Synod . Fl 


ſo wile in their Anger as to drop it, and dec 
it was not proper for them to determine that M. 
ter. And much leſs is thete any Ground fot 
Charge from my making this Reply to the 


tleman of the Houſe, that ſeem'd.to be. fittclt 
his Depth and Underſtanding, that it was 7 
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Ml phemy to call Chriſt a Creature, they we all own him 
ll de God and Man, p. 5. tor 1 undertake to 
ſhow that calling Chriſt a Creature as well as the 
MY Creator, is Language not unknown to very cauti- 
( ous and Orthodox Divines. | 
Bur pray what if this had been the Truth of 
the Caſe ? Muſt every one that happens to talk 
uguardedly of that myſterious point be brought 
under Cenfure ? What then would have become of 
one of the top Men ot the Commitee, who blun- 
der d about it at ſo odd a rate in the Face of the 
Synod, as I have taken Notice p. 257 How came 
the Synod to act ſo partially, that when they were 
proſecuting one for ralking unguardedly of that 
Doctrine, they cou'd patiently hear another utter 
the groſleſt Nonſenſe about it? Was it that they 
did not underſtand it to be ſo, ot wink'd at the 
Fault of a Friend? What will the World think of 
all this Outcry of talking unguardedly of the Doc- 
tine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, when this Writ- 
erhimſelf will be anon found ſaying the moſt un- 
fuarded things of the Deity of Chriſt. ? But it this 
won't ſtop his Mouth, whenever he points out 
Yierein this Unguardedneſs conſiſts, I undertake to 
fire him more famous Inſtances of talking unguard- 
uy upon that Head both in Pulpits and Presby- 
ties, which yet were paſs'd ofer in Silence; and 
lure either of theſe muſt be full as inexcuſable, 
Bay thing that dropt in an off*hand free Conver- 
lian. 

Ar r ER he had this prepar'd and alarm'd his 
. his 


"HER E. . obſerve that his Converſation, and the Print he 

*I a the SYNOD gave Offence. 

| bf, Becauſe a Miniſter ſhould in Converſation, and at all 

ert that important DaQtcine with Gravity, for it a- 
n ts 


r | ;£ 10 ki | 
his Reader, he proceeds to muſter up ſome PH 
ticulars of the Offence, which he ſays, my Converſa nd! 
tion and the Print 1 ſcattered at the Synod gave. Cut 
ſhall only warn the Reader, that there muſt bon, 
great Allowance made for the Manner and TurnWrrt; 
of Expreſſion, that are peculiar to Authors, to eue « 
ter into their diſtiuct and particular Sentiment ook 


And in no Caſe can there be greater Occaſion foi fo 
it, than the one now before us. I ſhall only oο e 
for all, illuſtrate this by the peculiar Stain he ue Mann 
in theſe few Emphatical Words. When he mene 1 : 
tions my Converſation in general, and as ſomethinunb!i 
diſtinct from the Print I ſcattered, one, who h leani 
not a true Taſte of his curt peculiar Stile, mig Dr 
fancy he intended the general Courſe and TenouMerior: 
of my Lite; whereas the good Man, as the Menten 
quel. ſhows, deſigns nothing more, than the Mid a 
coutſe or Converſation which happen'd at Monyr:Wre t! 
and makes up a great part of what he calls mer B 
Print, tho” he mentions them as 'diſtin& Ground ies 
of Oftence. For the Print I ſcatter'd is not to WP ridic 


zunderſtood of any indecent Picture I had dive any 
my ſelt or Friends with, or any. ſeditious News i lervir 
per, I had handed about during the ſitting oft 
Synod; which are the only Senſes in which thi 
Word has been hitherto uſed by leſs profound : 
knowing Perſons, + but by it he means my 14 


- * * 4 * - 
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m mates the whole Chriſtian Scheme, agrecable to the Apoſ 
Injuncxion, Tir it, 9, 8. ind in all thing s,ſhewing thyſelf a Pai 
of good Works, in Doctrine ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Grawit), 4 
rity, ſound Speech that cumot be condemned, that he that # 0 | 
contrary Part may be aſhamed, having no evil Thing * 4 * 8. 
I. hall appeal to the unbyaſzed Part of Mankind, who del 
„Mx. Nevis Own Narrative, in his Letter to Me. Swen w 
he appears to have obſerved this Apoſtolict Rude. Over 
in afair Light, p. 59. 
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4ter, to the great ſaving of Paper, and his own 


aution muſt ſerve ro engage the Readers Arten- 
on, and put him on his ſtricteſt Guard, not to un- 
krſtand this Author always, as he is wont to do 
te common Writers of the Age. For he under- 
ook to draw up his Thoughts on theſe Matters 
oy ſomething like Authority, and conſequenly muſt 
we the Priviledge of expreſſing himſelf in what 
ſanner he pleaſed. ' And may he enjoy it for me; 
or] am no further concerned with his odd and 
unbling way of Writing, than to fix a certain 
leaning to his Words ; and it were but a wretch- 
Drudgery to undertake a Ctitic's Part upon a 
ſerſormance, where every Paragraph, nay almoſt 
entence has ſomething disjoimed or impertinent. 
Ind as a Piece finiſhed by a maſterly Hand is a- 
ore the reach of Criticiſm, ſo what is done by 4 
er B---r in the Art of compoſing, is beneath the 
ntic's Care, unleſs he would make himſelf juſt 


k any true Taſte, to divert themſelves by 
ereing how ſtrangely his few Thoughts are tack'd 
{ rWecther and dreſs'd ont in a moſt fantaſtic Form, 
tie J only ſet my ſelf to attend to the Matter 
d Subſtance of them: But have at the ſame time 
lerted his few Thoughts entire, that there may be 
Room to complain that I have uſed any foul 
a, to ſupport this ludicrous way of treating 


And that the rather, becauſe it is the firſt 
uge brought againſt me that I have not obſer- 
the Apoſtolic rule with reſpect to Gravity, Tit. 
8. There is much the ſame Ground of Of- 
ice offered in the laſt Article of the Libel againſt 
it, for the Committee obſerve, that I did not treat 
B 2 the 


and the Printet's Labour and Pains. This ſingle i 


ridiculous. I muſt leave it therefore to the men 


12 3 
the important Subject of Converſation with that Gra: 
vity and Seriouſneſs, that becomes a Goſpel Miniſter ; 
ro which J made this Reply, p. 72. But I chab 
* lenge Malice itſelf to point out one ſingle Ex 
5 preſſion relating to any Part of the Converſation 
that wants that Gravity & Seriouſneſs whichwbecomt! 
* a Goſpel Miniſter. I have indeed in the midſt d 
* treating that important Subject of Converſatia 
broke a Jeſt or two on the Maſter of the Houle 
© which he is well enough train'd up to, by ſotti 
* who know what is a becoming Air, and what! 
* conſiſtent with good Manners as well as any e 
* the Reverend Committee can modeſtly ſet up f0 
© Bur is not this arbecoming a Goſpel Miniſter, . 
* mingle Jelts or Satyr with grave and ſerions . 
* jets? But I thinkthis huge Offence muſt dwind 
© and ſneak out ot Sight, when I put the Reveral 
Commitee in Mind, how a famous Prophet of Gt 
treated the Prieſts of Baal upon a ſolemn Tr) 
* whether their gods or his ſhou'd be God, 
* Kings, 18. 24, 27. And call ye on the Name of julie 
* gods, and I will call on the Name of the Loyal 
* and the God that anſwereth by Fire, Let him be aof 
and all the People anſwered and ſaid, It is wel Wo. WT 
And it came to paſs at Nyon, that Elijah mane, 1; 
ed em, and ſaid, Cry aloud : For he's a god, eit 
he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in 4 J 
rey, or peraaventure he fleepeth, ard "muſt be 
waked, | WE | 

Ir might be reaſonably preſumed that this 
ſuch 2 ſubſtantial Warrant to vindicate that IA 
Freedom of Humour and Raillery, I uſed on that 0 
caſion, that before any would renew ſo gra 
Charge againſt me, it wou'd be ſhown ] bad! 
manner ot Pretence, to plead ſuch an unexceptiq; 
able Precedent, and that it did not come u 
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y Caſe at all. And might it not be juſtly expec- 

d that after ſuch a ſolemn Challenge, the /udi- 

un and vain Expreſſions I uſed ſhou'd be pointed 

ur ? But either or both of theſe wou'd be too ſe- 

ere a Task; and the very attempting it wou'd 

e like opening up a bad Cauſe, the ſure and ſpee- 

Way to ruine it. 

Amon all the Stratagems to be met with in 

he War of Letters, none have been thought more 
utaordinary and - artful, than that of anſwering 
large Book by way of Specimen. But this able 
wine has out · done this notable Device itſelf, for 
e has ſet us an Example of venturing 10 offer a few 
Thoughts in Defence of the Synod, of giving a ſhort 
Lunt of that Affair, which as apprehended to have 
| impaired their Reputation, that they wou'd never be 
k to anſwer for themſelves, and of ſubmitting his ſhort 
diction of them to the Judgement of the impartial, 
thout ever raking Notice of one Word, that had 
Ren ſaid to criminate that Reverend and venerable 
embly. He does not give himſelf or the im- 
ral the Trouble of ſo much as a ſingle Spect- 
ken of this kind; and ſo has taught the Maſters 
 Piritual Defiance a ſure way never to be over- 


une, which is, ſtill to keep at Arms Length, and 
come to a cloſe Engagement, or it any be ſo 
Ju ute or daring, as to force in upon them, and 


aul them ſeverely, never to tale notice of it, but 
mble the Affront and Injury, repeat the old 
Wenges, and talk on with the Air of certain 
ory and Triumph. 

bur I ſhou'd remember that writing in this 
n Krain may be thought a ſufficient Evidence 
tl am juſtly charg'd with the Want of Gravity. 
ec auſe this ſolemn Author has ſeen fit to ſpe- 
he importance doctrine, that a Miniſter ow 
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14 J. ü 
always treat with Gravity, and to appeal tothe 
unbyaſs'd Part of Mankind, whether I appear to have 
obſerved the Apoſtolic: Rule he Cites, I am willing to 
accept his freſh Challenge, and have a fair Tiyal o 
Skill with him upon this very Point ; and therefore 
don't ſtop to pronounce in the firſt place that ſome 
things are ſo ridiculous in themſelves that they ate 
not to be treated with Gravity. and Seriouſugſs.., And 
ſuch is a raving Druzkard's. mighty Zeal for Reli 
gion, and a ſpiritual Prize-fighter's loud and 'empty 
Bravadoes, when every Turn he diſcovers. kt 
knows not how to handle his Weapon with tit 
leaſt Dexterity, but lays himſelf open to a Thon 
ſand ſevere and deadly Thruſt s. 

Ap 24dly that it is no way pabecoming 2,00 = 
pel Miniſter, nor diſagreeable to the Apoſtle 8 l 
junction to repreſent Things in their natural Ligh 
and indulge the Faculty and Humour of Plaaſa 
and ſmiling on proper Occaſions. Some may kanc 
a Man is not grave or ſerious enough, till he 
moap'd into a Statue, and-appears: always with 
demure Look and ſolemn Face. But the Genius 
our holy Religion, is too oppoſite to all the A 
roms and Appearances of Superſtition to \Encouey 
a ſowre and melancholy Temper, and to cramp 4 
ot the Eſſential Liberties and Faculties of hum 
Nature, among which Chearfulneſs, innbcent Fa 
ty and Mirth, have been alvcays reckon d. A 
whatever the great Admirers of ftarch'd and fam 
Gravity may have thought of it's Neceſſity» n 
-great Uſefulneſs in the immediate Exercile of hel 
Devotion, I never heard before they were ſuch ö 
nemies to that facetious Humour, and thoſe ind 
fenſive Railleties of Fancy, that might be 35 Sun 
to our Converſation, and give it 4 quicker IBF 
more aggreable Reliſh. But ſome Fault mi | 


ot. 6. $8... 
ound with me, and to make a Jeſt of a noted Foot 
ud Madman muſt be a Crime of the firſt Magui- 
ade, But I beg leave to obſerve to theſe Men of 
avity, that ſurely the wiſe Man's double and 
ppoſite Direction in this caſe, will either one way 
other bear me out in this Part of my Conduct, 
09.26. 4, 5. and to be ſerious with one of no Un- 
r[tanding, is a ſure way to make a Jeſt of one's 
lf indeed. 1 
Bu x 3dly, I muſt frankly own, that Experience 
$ diſcovered to me not only the Innocence, but 
downright Neceſlity of maintaining a Chearfulneſs 
ud Gaiety of Spirit, when a Man has to do with a 
ain kind of Authors. They write with a de- 
live and aſſuming Air, they prove every thing by 
eir bare Word, and drive on in their own dull 
avy way, without any fixed or certain Scope; 
that whoever will anſwer them, mult wander 
Im Point to Point, juſt, as they do, and ſcarce e- 
know what they wou'd be at. Now this ſee 
Method of writing, is like yawning in Company, 
ls catching and infectious and there is no way 
afe to preſerve a Man's Mind from feeling this 
Reading Torpor and Dulneſs, as to cheriſh a Viva- 
jo Thought, and indulge the innocent Sales of 
Wy and Humour. And therefore that I may not 
ound nodding with this Author, nor put the 
ater in danger of being as heedleſs in. peruſing, as 
las evidently been in compoſing, I have been 
Wed in my own Defence to make merry with 
tom my firſt ſetting out. And with every in- 
Mons Mind this will effeually fave me from the 
W Nen of wanting Gravity. Eſpecially 
ip | ” 

lx the laſt place, that it is an idle Dream and 
5 of the Man's own Brain, that I have * 
that 


16 
that important Doctrine that animates the whole Ci 
an Scheme, without Gravity. For it he is able e 47 
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diſtinguiſh between the Doctrine itſelf, and a Ma 
medling with it, that had no manner of Notion 
the plaineſt things about it, he will then clear 
perceive, that the Subject may be treated with 
becoming Gravity, and yet the Man's ſtupid and pal 
able Ignorance expoſed to juſt Contempt and Scot 
And that this is the whole of the matter, abo 
which all this Buſtle is made, every one may d 
cover, with half an Eye, if they don't witha c 
tain Sett of Men take Moapiſhneſs for Gravit 
which will make the plaineſt moſt orthodox Tru 
appear as frightful Hereſies, or at leaſt as tur 
them into Ridicule ; juſt as red colored Glaſs! 
fore the Eyes cauſes the molt lovely and attract 
Objects to look bloody and terrible. 

* Bur in his next Charge he grows bolder, 
attacks me in a more dangerous Part; for his ſec 


Particular is, the Propoſition aſſerted by Mr N. he wo 
re jud 
hey aft 
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© 2dly, THE Propoſition aſſerted by Mr. Nevin, as he hin node 
has Narrated it, is falſe, viz. THAT IT Is NO BLAST ( 2: 
IN A Fru, TO DENY CHRIST TO BE GOD, otherd new“ 
kWh have expreſs'd that Sin in the JEWS very un". yp 
26 is evident by the following plain Texts of Scripturs * 0 


xiii, 45. But when the Fews ſaw the Multitude, they werd 


with Ey, and ſpoke againſt thoſe things which were pol My a 
Paul, — mace — 2 Acts xviii, 5. 6. Ani oi ter 
Silas and Timotheus was come from Macedonia, Paul vel T, yal th 
in Spirit, and teſtified to the Fews that 77 wa⸗ Chriſt, g m 
they oppoſed themſelves and blaſphemed, he ſheok his Rune be 
I could add other Texts as plain as theſe, which R 0 have 
is BLASPHEMY in a FEW to deny CHRIST to beg Bil: 
Yea, to me it appears aggravated Blaſphemy in mow ww to 
them the Oracles of God, and Predictions of the Meſ ' 5 1 
ſpecial manner committed. Overtures ſer in a fair Light, P. N lice 
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e himſelf has NARRATED it, i falſe, and 
Wroves it atter this wiſe manner, in this very ele- 
Wn Strain, 0therwiſe the Scriptures have expreſi d that 
in in the Jews very unwarily, which he lays is evi- 
ent by the folowmyg plain Texts of Scripture, Acts xiii. 
oui. 5. 6. But never was there more egregious 
ling with the Publick, than thus to trump up 
ich a poor mangled Accuſation, which had been 
nfwer'd and deteated in the moſt plain and con- 
incing manner, thro'a great part of the Tryal ! 
an this be accounted tor any other way, than his 
ulting to the different Fates of Men, matrk'd out 
ot Hereticks, and of the Favorites of a prevailing 
arty in the Church? Theſe are priviledg'd Pei- 
ons, acquire the Benefit of Impunity, by the great 
rvices they are ſuppoſed to have done to the 
aſe, and without ever examining, all they ſay 
thought as true as Goſpel. But thoſe are look'd 
he worle upou, for offering to defend themſelves, 
re judged worthy of a new Accuſation, becauſe 
bey did not fink under the firſt.; and all they can 
for themſelves, in Oppoſition to ſuch holy and 
Mnodox Men goes for nought, and is utterly de- 
dis d and neglected. For otherwiſe wou'd he have 
mew'd ſuch a groundleſs Charge, which almoſt 
ery Page of the Tryal did obviate and confute? 
bit if it was any way unbecoming his Sancti- 
My and Gravity to ſhew he had made himſelf 
halter of ſuch an #unhallow'd Performance, as the 
ſal that bore ſo hard upon the Synod, it cou'd 
ave been no Diminution to his blazing Character, 
0 have look'd into the Exculpation which the Sy- 
Id in their great Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſaw 
to inſert into their own Minute, on the third 
iicle of the Libel. p. 117. He (Mr. N —) 
leclared his Senſe of the above Propoſition, in the 
C following 
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© following Wotas, as { had not in the Converſati 
(at Mr. Hannyngton's) maintained that Popoſitu 
as ſome may uudeiſtund it, that denying Chril 
be GOD, was xo Sin or Error, or not revilimg « 
* bleed Saviour, ſo I had (both there and in the |, 
* ter) expreſsly declared againſt that Senſe of it, 4 
j © limited it ſo, that all may ſee, I only meant it of Bl 
* phemy, as it ts a Crime puniſhable by the civil Il 
| * giftrate ; but in any other Senſe, I did, and (fill) 
* condemn it as much as any Member of the Synod. 
Here he might have met with that Dini 
of Blaſphemy, which as it was the great Foundati 
ot my Defence, ſo it wou'd at once have let hi 
ſee to how little purpoſe ee Texts were again 
the meer Force of their Sound urged as enough to pro 
my Propoſition falſe. Was it not fairly own dt 
this Charge was brought againſt me, p. 105. 't: 
| the Propoſition even confin'd to the JE WS, \ 
; directly oppoſite and contradictory to the (at 
Scriptures; for therein the J EW were expre 
charg'd with Blaſphemy, for oppoſing the Doi 
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at all. And therefore unleſs they cou'd proch Writ; 
Texts wherein they were declared to be o 


6 

« 
\ of Chriſt. And the following Texts were of 
| and applied to this purpoſe, with a ſtrange Nax 
} * of Triumph. Acts 13. 4, 5. 18.1. 1 Tin. Wi) 2 
1 © James 2. 7. But theſe were eaſily ſhown to be r Re: 
þ © from contradicting what I had advanc'd upon Wd we 
| © Nature of Blaſphemy. For I had own'd there ſte 
# © a general Senſe of the Word, in which the Jt Ow to 
i * were juſtly chargeable with it. And that t f 
j © only that Sort and Degree of Blaſphemy, uit Hir 
| * puriſhable by the Magiſtrate, that J had denied Wore 
1 © to be guilty of in ſaying Chriſt is not God. nan 
* that it was plain the Texts were only to be "Wofitio 

' derſtood in the firſt, and not in the latter h the 

C 


I9 

o PuniſPment from the ſecular Powers, when they des 
wed Chris? to be God, or continued to be JEWS, 
which is one and the ſame thing: Let 'em mul- 
iply never ſo many, wherein they were repre- 
ſented as blaſpheming, tor oppoling Chriſt and his 
Doctrine, they did not in the leaſt contradict 


me. 
Now if he expected the Perſons, for whoſe ſake 
venteres to offer lis few Thoughts in Defence of the 
xd, wou d have been at the pains to look into 
y Trzal in the moſt haſty and curſory manner, 
fond he not have thought himſelf obliged to 
miſt them with ſome Anſwers to what might o- 
erwiſe llagger their Belief in the Synod's unerring 
udement, and cool their Reſentment againſt me, 
$2 branded Heretick 2 Was it not incumbent on 
Im, as an able Defender of the much abuſed Synod, 
d have taken notice of this ſabfantial Diſtinction, 
ich if left in it's full Force, muſt reduce the whole 
urge againſt me, to that ſingle Point, which all 
e Party themſelves, this Author and one or two 
wre only excepted, were tain to drop, after a great 
al of wrangling and threatning about it? Wou'd 
ta Man's Candor call upon him to acknowledge 
ch a Defence was offered ? And wou'd not a 


(tr 
Mt 
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ber Reaſoner obviate a Diſtinction, which it juſt 
M wel! founded, mult demoliſh all he ſo much 
led of and gloried in? I am at a Loſs indeed 


Edo expreſs myſelf, upon his ſetting forth my 
i Potion falſe, as narrated by myſelf, without the 
n08:Hint or Notice, that it was only of thatSort or 
ed ore of Blaſphemy, that juſtly comes within the Schere 
Mtn Laws, that I uttered and maintained that 
"ſoz ; for however free and merry I may be 
the Man's Intellectuals, and his awkard way 
"Witing, I am not willing direQly to charge 
C 2 nun 
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declared in his hearing, times without Number 


20 
aim as diſingenuous. But 1 ſhall leave his Admit 
ers to call by what Name they pleaſe, his raking 
Propoſition ot mine in quite another Senſe than I ha 


their 
exP!: 
hum, 
will 
vent. 
fition 
obſe! 


Ears 


and in the Tryal atlured the World, it was unde 
ſtood and intended by me, and his pretending ; 
the ſame time to ſet it forth as narrated by md 
Had he not lcarn'd from the Inſtance ot the 4 
davit, how baſe a thing it is to take a Scrap | 


Was 
Converſation, and pub't{hir to the Worid, with Rem 
any R-gard to what went before, or follow'd ain 
Were tnere not clear Examples given, p. 115. H cat 
at this rate, Hereſy and Blaſphemy may be made tu the 
from the Fuuntain of Truth, and I muſt ill add, f an 
DARLING CONFESSION too may be mad Ou 
Spring of many an Error, What then, is it fair dF (ill 
ing in him, to catch at one part of my Let his 


without any Regard to what is ſet forth as t 
Riſe and Scope of the Converſation, and then 


the World, that my Propoſition as narrated by H fall 
i falſe, when he drops what is ſet down to qui a | 
the Senſe and Meaning of it; and without hid Ear 
is not my Propoſition at all, any more than the LAW ous 
guage of the Fool's Heart, that there is not « the $ 
is the Propoſition and Meaning of rhe PſalmiMorly i 
Cou'd he be ignorant that the famous Aﬀadavit Ws, (ir 
ſelf did expreſsly ſay, that much had been then Moni: 
there ſaid concerning the Magiſtrate”'s Power in puMſigh | 
ing Offenders againſt the ſecond Table of the Law? Wiz 
above all, cou'd this celebrated Member of in the 
Committee, forget what they had themſelves en: 
ſerved in the third Article, © that I made a Diſtin# Wnly 
* of Blaſphemy, into thut which is condemned in ScriPie ha 
* and that which comes within the Sphere of hun lim 2 


Laus? Or, cou'd it flip out of his Mind. 


21 
Mehcir fourth Article was, that the Words even as 
eplain'd (Which is much the ſame as narrated) by 
him, ſeem to us to ſound harſb in pioxs Ears? How 
«Mill he anſwer it to his Brethren, that he ſhou'd 
eenture lo much farther, and pronounce my Propo- 
bon as narrated by myſelf falſe ; when they oniy 
obſerved, that it ſeem d to them to ſound har/h in pions 
Ears? May not this give ſome Uabrage, that he 
was convinced of the Truth and Jultneſs of my 
Remark on that Expreſſion, p. 15 2. That tho 
in their Libel and Minute relating to my Expli- 
cation of that Propoſition, they have uſed much 
the ſame Words with the Pope, in his famous Bull 
and Conſtitution UNIGE NITUS, againſt Father 

* Queſuell, yet they did not ſhow the ſame Con- 
' illency with themſelves and good Senſe, that 
his Holineſs did: For if he pronounced Father 
* Queſnell's Propoſitions to be ſounding ill in, and of- 
* fenſive to pious Ears, he alſo condemn'd them as 
| jalſe, &c. But with the Committee and this Party, 
2 Propoſition may be ſounding harſh in pious 
Ears, when it is neither falſe, wicked nor errone- 
os. When therefore this ſtrenuous Defender of 
ie Synod pronounces that to be falſe, which they 
only obſerved contain'd juſt Ground of Offence, that 
6, ſounds harſh iz pious Ears, does it not look like 
Wang that the Synod did not carry their Charge 
lich enough againſt me, but were miſtaken in not 
enuring my Propofition as directly falſe; and were 
the Wrong to obſerve that a Propoſition might 
*n to ſound harſh in pibs Ears, that was not cer- 
ply falſe and erroneous ? And how bravely then 
e has defended the Synod in this Particular, let 
im and his Conſtituents ſertle at their Leiſure. - 
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but three other Texts of Scripture are ſet down before thatal 


22 
* Bur it maybe alledg'd he allows me the full 
Benefit of this Diſtin&ion of Blaſphemy, and over W* 
rhrows it directly by what he advances under his” 
34 Particular; for there he at leaſt aſſerts (how ./ 
erever as to proving he is as ſparing as on the. 
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other Parts of the Charge againſt me) that I tak 
| | d 


n. 


* 34ly It appears further by Mr. Ne vin's printed Letter to M. 
Smith, that he had talked in this unwary Manner, with a View t0 
contute the Doctrine of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, which aſſerts the 
Magiſtrate's Power to SUPPRESS BLASPHEMY, to whichpur 
poſe he mult wreſt the Word SUPPRESS, by giving it a blood 
Meaning, as if it could fignify no other Reſentment, but 
KNOCKING on the Head; whereas the Word ſigniſies to bes 
down, reſtrain or check ; and all intended by the Confeſſion is, thi 
the Civil Magiſtrate has a Power to bear down or reſtrain li 
phemy in Few and Gentile ; and therefore they who look nd 
on the Confeſſion with an evil Eye, will ſee that the Doctrine 
mentioned is ſupported, not only by the Text, Lev. xxio. 10 


Leviticus, to prove this Article, viz. Iſaiah xlix, 23. And Ky 
Gall be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy nurſing Mothers. Vii 
122. 9. Becauſe of the Fouſe of the Lord eur God, I will ſetk i 
good. Ezra vii. 23. Whatſoever is commanded by the God of Ht 
ven, let it be diligently done, for the Houſe of the Godof Heaven 
why ſhould there beWrath againſt the Realm of the King and 


ſon: v, 25. Andthen Ezra after the Wiſdom of thy God, that ebe 0 
in thine Hand, ſet Magiſtrates and Fudges that may jud or 
the People that are beyond the River, all ſuch as know the Ln broug 
of thy GOD, and teach ye them that know them not. V. er his 


Whoſoever ſhall not do the Law of thy GOD, and the Law of 
King, let Fudgement be ſpeedily executed upon him, whether it! 


unto Death or to Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of Goods, or „ner, 
priſonment. | W's Co 

FROM theſe Fexts compar'd all that can be inferr's, ". Chai 
That there are ſome Kinds of BLASPHEMY puniſhable | ec; 
Death, others to be reſtrained in a milder way, to the Glory 


GOD, and publick Good, which to deny muſt open 3 — 
all Errors and Immoralices, and puts it out of the Mag! F 
Power tobe 2 Terror to evil Doers, Overtures ſet in 4. 


Light p. 69. 
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lin this unwary Manner with a view to confute the doc- 

wine of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, wreiting the Word 

upprejs, to give it a bloody Meaning, as it it cou d ſig- 

uity no other Reſentment than knocking o“ the Head, 

whereas it ſignifies to bear down, reſtrain, or check: and 

after citing the Texts reter'd to in theConfeſſton, as 

he ſuppoles to prove this Branch of the Magiſtrat's 
Power, he roundly pronounces, that all that can be 

infer'd from them, is, that there are ſome Kinds of Blaſ- 

lem puniſhable by Death, others to be reſtrain'd in a 

milder way, to the Glory of G O D and publick Good, 

which to deny muſt open a Door to all Errors and im- 
ralities, and puts it out of the Magiſtrat's Power 

u be a Terror to evil Doers. 

Coxs1DERING how directly all the Particu- 
lars of this mighty Charge had been obriated, in 
my Account of the Proceedings on the 4th Article 
n the Tryal, and the Doctrine and Principles ad- 
nc d and maintain'd in oppoſition to me on this 
Head, were loaded there with moſt wicked and 
wlurd Conſequences and this Autbor himſelf poin- 


kd at as abetting them at the Expence of groſs 
r ud flat Contradictions, who wou'd ſuſpe& that 
ww ne of ſo much Fire and Intrepidity wou'd tame- 


/ overlook ſo heavy an Imputation, as is there 
ought, not only againſt his dear ſelf, and the reſt 
0 his angry Brethren, but Orthodox Councils, vaſt 
lemblies of the Clergy, and ſome of the firſt Re- 
"mers themſelves. Is there not reaſon to queſtion 
ls Courage and Zeal, when he is deaf to ſo loud 
| Challenge, or to imagine there is ſomerhing in 
e Cauſe that has diſpirited him to ſuch a Degree, 
at among all his few Thoughts he durſt not ven- 
me to offer any to ward off the Injury done to all 
de flaming Sons of Violence and Conſtraint ? 


Bur 


Bur as he has lett the Arguings on that Hey 
entirely untouch'd, Iam content to let them {tang 
iu Judgement with the World, as they are ſet fon 


ly 0: 
no 


in the Tryal, from p. 120, and only conſider wh; 5 
he now advances, and obſerve how groſsly he ht l " 
trays, rather than defends the Syzod by this Bund 3 

of his few Thoughts. 72 
Wur THER he had any Ground to charge n 3 

9 with talking in an unwary Manner, may be ſeen fro 17 
ll the Review that is now taken of that Conver{ any 
| on, which has made ſo much Noiſe among u v7 
i But as to the unpardonable Crime of coufuting 1 if 
| Doctrine of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, and wreſtin 12 
= Word there togive it a bloody Meamag, it muſt cith 1s pu 
4 recoil on himſelt, or that admired Book. For hoi ny 
1 ever I ſhou'd be in no Pain to have this Mat 72 
1 made clearly out againſt me, that I miſapplicl Wl.” : 
i Word in the Confeſſion, and took it in anotl * 
1 Meaning than the Compilers intended, when wi ther Ne 
: out bluſhing this Man of Orthodoxy does 8 1203 
5 notoriouſly ſerve the Scriptures themſelves * boote 
i rate, yet 1t were no hard Matter to make ite ots 
f dent that the Doctrine of the Confeſſion on gie 
p Head, is juſt the fame that I charg'd it wich, i: the 
| the very Word SUPPRESS, deſiga'd to import pocri 
li other Reſentment than knocking o* the Head, Wh: Rel 
# there is ao other Text adduced that has the g Che 
1 diſtant Reſpect to Blaſphemy, but only that e Ter: 
by Levit. xxiv. 16, by which the Blaſphemer Wii; ot 
4 {fer Death. But as I ſhall not contend with Mut ſtor 
1 Author about the Doctrine of the Confeſſion, ot . Way 
. Meaning ot that Word, let him have the Hon imp 
of fixing on that celebrated Abridgementot 0 der ww 


tian Principles, the Doctrine of veſting 5 M 
trate with a Power to bear down, reſtrain or che 


Kind and Degree of Blaſphemy, in the milder Wi 
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other Reſentment than knocking 0' the Head, which 
no ocher Principle, than what I cail'd wicked and 
briſtian, and mult be bold ro lay, I proved tg 
lo, til this Author or ſome abler Champion 
ball venture to offr a few Thoughts in Anſwer to the 
uguments that were ofter'd in ſupport ot my Pro- 
tion. And to give the public a full View of 
us blefled Doctrine, which is palm'd on the Con- 
ou, and with ſuch an Air of Triumph brought as 
main part of the Charge againſt ms, I wou'd 
tke theſe fe, Obſervations on this Head. 
if Taar this Author plainly and directly pleads 
the Neceſſity and Uſetulneſs of Force in mat- 
ns purely religious, and which do not affect the 
ace of civil Society. For ſure ſome kinds of 
laſchemy muſt be accounted ſuch ; and yet theſe 
ccording to him, the Magiſtrate may aud ought 
ear down, reſtrain and check in the milder way of 
ther Reſentments, than knocking bn the Head. But 
1 any thing be more aſtoniſhing, than to obſerve 
Proteſtant, nay a Diſſenting Miniſter call in the 
erors of Men to ſupport the Intereſt and Cauſe 
Religion? For is it not evident at firſt View, 
* the Application of theſe can only make Men 
pocrites, and is oppoſite to the very Being of 
e Religion, which ſhou'd be receivd by a wil- 
id Choice, and be influenced by no other than 
Terrors of the Lord? And is it not vain to 
Ik of preſcribing Meaſures where the Magiſtrate 
uit top, if he may reſtrain every kind of Slaſphemy, 
e Way milder than Death? For the ſame Reaſon 
at impowers the Magiſtrate to reſtrain in this 
Mer way, will bear him out in the Rigor of 
ah, when the former is ineffe&ual, unleſs he 
| ond to ſuppreſs Blaſphemy, and yet not obliged 
deo all in his Power neceſſary for that End, 

D 2dly, 


 wou'd think the Warrant need to be very | 


that this wou'd rather ſuppreſs TRUTH, 
Hereſiet and Blaſphemies, | 


| 26 7 
2dly. Uron this Author's Scheme the My 
trate is abſolute Judge of whatever may be accounfWi; 

ed Blaſphemy, for he muſt ſuppreſs every kind of iſ 

either by Death, or ſome milder way ; and muſt Wi; 
not have a Right to determine the Nature oft 
Crime, that is to be the Object of his Reſentmen 
either to the knocking People on the Head for it, ot 
ſtraining it in a milder Tvay ? Now I ſhou'd think 
a violent Prejudice againſt this Setr of Principh 
that by them the Magiſtrate is veſted with a ki 
of papal Authority, and he is directly made 
Judge of Truth aud Error; if the CONFESSIU 
itſelf did not in expreſs Terms declare he hu 4 
thority, and it is his Duty to take Order, that 
TRUTH of GOD be kept PURE AND EN 
and that HERESIES as well as Blaſphemies be ¶ Count. 
preſs'd, and that this Author agreeably enoug 
this Standard of Orthodoxy, ſays that denying 
kinds of Blaſphemy as are not puniſhable by Death, 
be reſtrain'd_in a milder way, muſt open a D0 
to all ERRORS. And to be ſure it were lands 
Vanity and Pieſumption then, to ſuppoſe e Po; 
Principle ſo directly avow'd, and ſupported i whol 
ſuch ſabſtantial Authorities, wou'd be ſufficie ad 
demoliſh any Scheme, of which it is a plain Wn 
immediate Conſequence, But may we not ch in! 
all becoming Modeſty enquire whence he d is Pri 
this Commiſſion, and Branch of his Power ? Wi» 77 
eld of 
and plain, before the Truth of Cod ſhou'd be Brent P 
in ſuch keeping; when there are ſtrong Prei aly 
tions, that civil Magiſtrates are ſeldom well Rre the 


fied for ſuch a Truſt, and the matter of Fail 1 A 
Whol, 
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Can it be thougnt any Symptom of an evil Eye 
ward the Confeſſzon, to doubt it there be ſufficient. 
luchority in any or all the Texts cited under this 
tice, to lodge ſuch a Power in the Hands of 
he Magiſtrate? when it wou'd refle& upon the 
idom, Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, to veſt the 
Magiſtrate with any ſuch Authority, as wou'd turn to 
5 own Diſhonour, and the common Prejudice of 
len. For by this means, Blaſphemy wou'd be the 
oft uncertain precarious thing' in the World : For 
zit is the Magi/trate's Authority and Duty to ſup- 
y Blaſphemy, it belongs alike to every one in that 
hatacter and Station, and that is Blaſphemy to each 
them, which they in their Conſciences eſteem 
be ſo: And thus Blaſphemy ſhall not only vary 
Men do change their Climes, but often as the 
umour and Caprice of the Powers that be in any 
ountry ſhall veer & alter. And if it ſnou'd be pre- 
ended, that this only is the Prerogative of Magiſtrates 
hat are right and ſound in the Faith, whenever it is 
ktermined who ſhall -have the Right to declare 
rhat Magiſtrates are ſo, and a Power to bind the 
nds of all others from executing this Authority, 
le Point ſhall be given up at once. But as this 
S Wholly impracticable, ſo it is mere Chicanry, to 
cad that none but orthodox Magiſtrates may 
am and execute this Power ; for every one is 
ich in his own Eyes. And alas! how ſoon wou'd 
ſis Principle turn the World into a Scene of Hor— 
and Confufion, and the Chriſtian Church into a 
ed of Blood ; when the ſame Opinions are by dif- 
Ment Parties judg'd holy and b/aſphemors, and they 
uſt always be ſuppreſſing one another, juſt as they 
hre the upper hand, and the Magiſtrate on their 
de. A moſt agreeable Proſpect to all the Patrons 
i wholeſome Severities ! I, 

D 2 3aly, 
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- 3d, T #15 Autnot, tor 1 ſhall ſay nothing yet 
of the Conteſſion, has molt miſcrably pervert 
theſe Texts ot Scripture, which he ſays ſupportthi 
Doctrine ot the Magi/trate's Power to ſuppreſs Ni 
pbemy, in the Senic he explains it. For let thek 
Texts be compar'd with the molt exact and critic 
Care, it can never be inter'd from them, that thet 
are Kinds of Blaſphemy mentioned, implied ot pr 
ſuppos'd in any of them, that are to be reſtrained! 
a milder way than that of Death. Was he not tal 
in the Tryal, that they were nothing to the fu 
poſe of ſuppreſſing Blaſphemy in any manner, exc 
that one in Leviticus? It wou'd have been veryl 
bliging, to have inſtructed thoſe who are ſlow t 
learn, how this Inference might be drawn fr 
theſe Paſlages. Why did not this mighty Da 
Mood and Figure give us a new Specimen of! 
rare Talent in forming Syllogiſms, by which 
might appear, as a natural Conſequence and Cl 
cluſion from tneſe Texts, that the Magiſtrate f 
and ought to reſtrain in a milder way, theſe kit 
of Blaſphemy which do not deſerve to be punill 
by Death? Why did not this flaming Man forl 
Confeſſion ſhow as great a Concern for reſcuing ti 
Texts, from the corrupt gloſſes I had put upon th 
p. 130. as he did for my wreſting a Word in! 
Confeſſion ? Eſpecially when the Honor of thiss 
ling Book did in his Apprehenſion ſo. much def 
on the right Underſtanding of them, and cou 
defended no way, but by making this. Tnfere 
which, if we'll take his Word for it, is all that“ 
follow from them. | 1 
TrxTs have often been quoted for ſom! 
{embling Sound they may have to the V0 
chey are brought to confirm; bur theſe 40 
chime in the leaſt to the Magiſtrates Power 0! 
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[ing Blaſphemy. And is not this very Inſtance 
ficicat then to warn the World, what a glorious 
tem of Principles they might expect, it once it 
aud be eſtabliſh'd, that Scripture Conſequences arc 
e very Doctrines of the Scriptures, and a Sctt of 
ch wiſe Heads truſted with drawing them ? 
or this may convince every one, that their Skill 
d Dexterity this way is ſo extraordinary, that 
key can infer any thing from whatever Text they 
aſe. Is not this enough to make all the Lovers 
Truth very cautious how they {wallow any 
tinciple, for which ſome Men may cap Texts of 
tiprure to them? And to make this as clear as 
(0on-day, let us take a ſhort Review of theſe re- 
akable Texts, by which, if we may believe this 
thor, they who look not on the Conf lfion with an 
e, will ſee the Magi/trate's Power of bearing 
uw Blaſphemy in Jew and Gentile plainly ſup- 
orted. 

As to that memorable Text in Jſa. xlix. 13, ſup- 
ding it veſted Kings and Queens with the Cha- 
aer & Authority of nurſing Fathers and nurſing 
others to the Church of Chriſt ; yet upon a juſt 
Confideration will ſignify very little to ſupport 
his Doctrine, and the Inference he wou'd draw, 
unleſs he cou'd find a Country, where the Cudgel 
ind Scourge are more the Badges aud Iuſtruments 
ta good Nurſe than the Breaſt and Cradle, 
nd that ſhe is counted a good Nurſe of her own 
Children, who buſies herſelf in whipping others 
dot hers, nor belonging to her Nurſery ,; as cer- 
Unly the Jews do not, if the Church .is:the Ner- 
ſry of Kings and Queens. 

Avd muſt-not any be hard put to for a Support 
dis rare Doctrine of reraiuing and bearing down 
"Kal Blaſpbemy in a milder Way than Death 
when 
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when they lay hold upon theſe Words of the Pal 
milt, Pſ. 122. 9. Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord un 
God, I will feek thy good. For is not this an exce} 
lent Proof of the Magiſtrate's Power to ſuppreſs ons 
way or another every kind of Blaſobemy, that thi 
inſpired Author, declares that out of Love to the 
Houſe of God, he wou'd ſeek the good of Jer 
ſalem? Is not this a (ſtrong Preſumption that he 
ſpeaks here not in the Capacity of a King, but as 
Prophet, when he expreſſes ſuch affectionate Rt 
gard for the Houſe of God, which only was toh 
built in Jeruſalem after his Death? or ſuppolin 
it to be meant of the Tabernacle, is there on 
Word in the Pſalm that ſounds like the Authony 
of a Prince? And fhou'd not Diſſenters reiaet 
ber how often they are obliged to diſtinguiſh 
tween the Proceedings of David in the differ 
Characters of Prophet and King, when the Reg 
lations he made in the Worſhip of God areuty 
as a Precedent for the Rites and Ceremontes« 
bliſhed in the Church by Civil Authority ? | 
Bur can there be a more rambling way d 
guing, than to prove ſome kinds of Blaſpheny4 
puniſhable by Death, and others to be reſtrained 
milder Way, becauſe in Ezra vii. 23. — Aru 
empowers the Ruler of the Children of Jha 
inflict the ſeveral Paniſhments on ſuch as did! 
obſerve the Law of God and the Law of the An 
It won'd be very difficult to ſhow that this þ 
of Babylon was inſpired, when he gave this d 
miſſion, without which it wou'd be no better 
for the Magiſtrat's applying force in Matten 
ly religious, than the rare one we have in the, 
feſſion for the Mag iſtrates Power to call Ha 
© be preſent at them, and to provide, that uh | 
* tranſafted be according to the Mind of a 


ing an 
Ya Mir 
may d 
N of anc 


A of the 


31 
having gathered all the Chief Prieſts and Scribes of the 
People together, he demanded of them where Chriſt 
{bou'd be born. Math. ii. 4 
Tavs have I examined theſe Texts ſeparately ; 
nd may I hope without Offence, pronounce they 
re at leaſt in this view, miſerably perverted, when 
hey are brought as a Support for the Magiſtrate's 
erſecuting Men to the Glory of God, and the Public 
d. For reffraining in a milder Way other Blaſ- 
benies than are puniſhable by Death, will in many ca- 
s be tound perſecuting even for Conſcience ſake, and 
hat even where the Magiſtrate happens to be Or- 
hudox, and the poor ſufferer guilty of what may 
e ſome kind of Blaſphemy. I ſhall not inſiſt on the 
igiſtrat's Power being confined to civil Concern- 
nents, and conſequently having no Authority to 
rain in a milder Way than Death, Blaſphemy, that 
loes not in the leaſt affect theſe civil Concernments, 
ut illuſtrate this by the Teſtimony of an eminent 
Mine, fam'd for Orthodoxy, deep Learning, and 
mel Strains of rapturous Piety, the great Mr. 
utherford, who p. 356 of his due Right of Preſ- 
try declares, all who believe BLASPHEMIES 
ble Truth, are not to be reckoned among FORMAL 
Maphemers, whoſe Malice carrieth them on to rail upon 
e wiſpotted Mays of God. And ſince I deſign no 
rote py producing his Authority, than to ſhow 
de Diſtinction, on which I placed my whole De- 
ace, for I do not pretend to infinuate, that he 
mes it as far againſt the Magiſtrat's Power of 
nihing formal Blaſphemy, as the nature of the 
ng and the Goſpel requires; may be entertained 
j Mind not tinctured with heretical Pravity. 
may be proper here alſo to ſet down the Opini- 
. of another celebrated Scoteh Divine, and a Mem- 
7 of the Aſſembly at NMeſtminſter, Mr. G. Gilleſpie, 
in 
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Degree of Blaſphemy puniſhable by the Magiſtrate, 
vhich is the very Propolition they were not will- 
ng to determine; and yet now this Writer ſets it 
orth as the Doctrine of the Confeſſion, that rhe 
vil Magiſtrate has a Power to bear down, or re- 
ain Blaſphemy in Jew and Gentile ; by compar- 
g the Synod's Conduct, with this Defence of 
hem, I ſay, we may in the Iſſue ſee, that great is 
he Power of Truth, and that however for a while 
tbe held in Unrighteouſneſs, it will be ready ſome 
ime or another to force it's own way, and by the 
onfeſſion of ſuch as have been long injurious to 
j come to be publickly own'd and honor'd ; of 
nich we have the moſt clear andconvincing Proof 
1the Caſe before us. For either the Synod did 
ok upon the Princizles maintain'd by me on this 
ed to be orthodox and found, or with this Au- 
lor, they were convinced that my Propoſition was 
lle, and flatly repugnant to the Confeſſion; bur 
rere ſatisfied to bear with me in theſe different 
Entiments, for ſome private prudential Reaſons. 
it either of theſe ways Truth breaks forth tri- 
uphant, and leads in Captivity the Errors, to 
hich it had been ſo long Capti ve. 
For if the Synod, 7. e. the Majority who voted 
It dropping the fourth Article did look upon my 
Maples as ſound, as it is plain ſome of them have 
er Senſe than doubt of them̃ in the leaſt, and 
are ſubſcribed the Cotifeſſion, While others as 
las this Author thought them directly contrary 
this Standard of Ort hoduxy, can it be any longer 
ded, that the Confeſſion is a certain means of 
Rlerving Unanimity in Principle, and is-form'd 
Nl Weh-determinate Phrafes, that they more parti- 
ay fix the meaning of the Spirit of God in the 
urer, than the Words he has thought fit in his 
| E. Infinite 
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Infinite Wiſdom to make uſe of there, and conk 
quently are better calculated to keep Error audi 


;eſy out of the Church, than theſe ſacred Ora: 


Themſelves. Since therefore ſome underſtand i 
 Magiſtrate's Power of ſuppreſſing Blaſphemicsa 


Hereſies, in the qualified Senſe of his encouragi 
pious and learned Divines, to expoſe them by the 
arguing and writing, and others believe it int 
ſtrict and rigorous Senſe of reſtraining by moderd 


Penalt ies, as the Managers in my Tryal did n 


vehemently contend, can any thing be more e 
dent, then that the Phraſes in the Confeſſion 

underſtood and ſubſcribed in different Senſe 
which is ſo much matter of Fact, that we ſee wi 
ever any Point has happen'd to fall under Debit 
and different Subſcribers have treated of it, 
vridely differ from one another, as is maniſeſt 


yond all Contradiction, from the Writings of 


Kennedy and Mr. Iredel, upon no leſs Subject 
the Union of the divine and human Natures in 
Perſon of Chriſt. What is come then of all! 


| boaſted Uſefulneſs of fixing and determining 
Meaning of the Scriptures, by this unbending, 


ordinate Rule of Faith? It ſeems there 1s 4 
tude of Expreſſion in the Confeſſion, as well 8! 
Scriptures. What then, are the Phraſes in this 
adjuſtedSyſtem become ſo ſupple as to bendto 
Notions, that this and the other Man. does 
up, of the Truth pointed at in them? And 


they of ſuch Extent, that Perſons who think " 


differently concerning the Doctrines, may f. 
enough aſſent to the Expreſſions, and every 
explain them his own way? How long the 
the World been deceived, as if all who ſubſcil 


that Collection of Chriſtian Doctrines were han 
nions, and perfectly agreed, and that theit aol 
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e 
is a greater Security ot cheir being orthodox, than 
enting to the lively Oracle of Truth. No ſmaller 
n than a Majority of the Synod, nay, indeed all 
ttwo or three may drop, as a Controverſy not pro- 


for them to determine, what others may plead is 
preſsly determin'd in the Confeſſ7on. 
Bur if the Meaning of that ſurprizing Vote was 
h, that moſt of them were in Reality _ of the 
e Mind with this Writer; and Jook'd upon my 
nciples as falſe, and flatly repugnant to the Con- 
om, but were willing to bear with me in theſe 
erent Sentiments, will it be any longer pleaded, 
tall the Points in that large Book are of ſuch 
dment, that they ought to be inſiſted on as 
ms of Communion ; and that if one never ſq 
lqualified otherwiſe for the Miniſtry, ſhou'd 
kr in Opinion from the Majority of the Weſt- 
wer-Aſſembly, in one or more of the numerous 
poſitions contained in it, it is the Duty and 
com of a Church ſa pure and perfectly reform'd, 
deny the right hand of Fellowſhip to him: For 
ever ſome may alledge, and give out to the 
dd, as the Judgment of the Synod, it is plain 
ny Caſe, tho' ] advanced Principles which 1 
ied, and declared to be contrary to the Con- 
Wn, about the Extent of the Magiſtrate's Au- 
My and Duty, the Majority was ſo good as to 
the matter, and if I had pay'd the Comple- 
it they expected, to their own Power, wou'd 
e allowed me to think differently of the Ma- 
"at's Power from the Confeſſion, and make it 
ittle, with reſpe& to Religious Matters, as 1 
ud; & at leaſt for ſome little time longer, lived 
mmunion with me. Let it not therefore paſs 
[rent Truth any longer, that the Synod once 
Wy wou'd not have luffered any Member to 
E 2 profeſs 


36 
profeſs contrary to tne Doctrine of the Confeſin 
and how wiſely then this Author makes it a lever 
Ditto in his Charge againſt me, that I had a Ve 
to confute the Doctrine of the Il eſtmiuſter-Conſeſſun 
gaſy to judge. | | 

B v r boweverT have done with my Obſerva 
ons on the Author, I am not willing to drop th 
Subject, however glad the Synod was to do it, 
too hot tor their handling. But muſt appeal to 
World, how unaccountable this Proceeding is, 
Synod after they had taken this Matter into 
moſt ſcrious Deliberation, in calm Blood declat 
it was not proper for them to determine a Coutrow 
concerning the Extent of the Magiſtrate's Power; 4 
yet theſe very Men have ſubſcrib'd the Cenfeſſion,l 
fill continue to mend and enforce their 41 
obliging all Intrans into the Miniſtry. ta prot 
their belief of it, as founded on the Mord of God, wit 
the Point of the Magiſtrate's Power is ſettied 
determin'd in the moſt nice and particular maꝶ 
For there Ch. 23.5 3, we are taught, theU 
* Magiſtrate hath Authority, and it is his Du 
* take order, that Unity and Peace be preſerve 
the Church, that the Truth of God be kept! 
and entire, that all Blaſphemies and Het 
be ſupprefled, all Corruptions and Abils 
Worfhip and Diſcipline prevented, or refom 
and all the Ordinances of God duly ſettlech 
miniſtred andobſerred. For the better eff 
whereof; he hath power to call Synods, 10 
preſent at them, and to provide that whale 
is tranſacted in them, be according to the Mu 
of God '. Now when it was openly .afſerted,! 
the Magiftrate's Juriſdiction was confia'd zo 6 
Concernments, his whole Power derived from the Lig 
Nature, and the Salvation of Men, none of his imm 
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ate Buſineſs and Care, by Vertue of his Office, and that | 
for theſe Reaſons a Few's denying Chriſt to be God was 
wt that ſort of Blaſphemy which is puniſ able by.the Mu- | 
riſtrate, and this was the Extent of his Power they 
cd not think proper to determine, when yer they 
had not only in a critical Time ſubſcribed a Deci- 
lon upon this Head, but make it neceſſary for all 
who hereafter aſſociate with them to proteſs theit 
ſept to it; Can we think they were thock'd as to 
the Truth of the Doctrine of the Confeſſiou? Or 
it everto be vindicated, they ſhou'd keep that as 
Part of an Excluſive Teſt among them, which they 
durſt not abide by, and declared it was not proper 
fur them to determine about: Can it be. reaſonable; 
to bind Men to the Confeſſzon by the Lump, when 
ſome part of it is not the proper Buſineſs of the Sy- 
nod ? Or did they only drop it for a more convents: 
it Seaſon, as being apprehenſive it might bear hard. 
on themſelves as Diſſenters, when in Fact they con- 
adict the Authority, which by profeſſion they lodge 
nthe Hands of the Ciuil Pouers? Were they wil»: 
ing to lay their Finger on this Article ot the Con- 
un, and keep it out of Sight, till the bleſſed days 
ou d come, when, they might have a ung Fa- 
vr to the Church of their o tutoring, who, 
vou d reform it according to their Mind, & that 
enhe. ſhou'd have the Plenitude of this Power, & 
thing, to controul him in the Execution of it? 
nd tis certain, this Part of the Confeſſion as it was 
t framed under, ſo it is only calculated for an 
wliſhment, And to make all this a Branch of 
Magiftrate's Authority and Duty, and which 
r he is to enforce with Penalties great 
e is everſive of Nonconſormity in any Shape. 
2 therefore Iam now free totell the World, that 
” Part of the Con feſſion can't be founded on, but 
wy 


ein 5 
is contrary to the Word of God, and that as th: uf 
Scriptures already conſidered, ſo all the others ad. 4 


duced tor the proof of it, muſt be nothing to the 7 
parpole ; unleſs it cou'd be made out, as one of the . 


Managers in my Tryal roundly aſſerted, chat the 

udicial Laws of Moſes are ſtill obligatory on 
Chriſtian States and Kingdoms, and that Chriſtian 
Princes have all that power in ſacred matters, which 
the Rulers of the Jews had. And it ſo, farewell 
Nonconformity, whenever theſe of the Eſtabliſhment 
think it due time to ſtrike in, and end the Fray 2 
mong us; for it is plain, on this Foot all the Rites, 
Ceremonies and Regulations introduc'd into the 
Church, may be abundantly juſtified. And upon 
the whole, let every one judge, ifthe Party can have 
any longer Reaſon to complain, that there are 1 
Faults pointed to in the Confeſſion, and if Marters 
are not at a fine Paſs among them, when thell 
Candidates muſt ſubſcribe what none of them wil 
undertake to defend; and againſt which their ow! 
Practice of diſſenting, and the demonſtrative Rer 
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ſons in my Tryal bear a loud Teſtimony: 4. 

Bur it is high time to haſten to the laſt Pan 3 
cular brought in Charge againſt me; it is hol — 
new, and I dare ſay, entirely his own ; and cou 7 


never have enter'd into his Head, if the Fever d 
his Zeal had not riſen to a prodigious Height. Fo 
* where he ſays, I point out the whole Jp] 
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* 4thly in this offenſive Letter, Mr. Nevin by ** 
Hint, points out the whole ſubſcribing Party. as 1, 88. & 
Men full of Malice, void of Charity, and not only 4% 
affettedly ſo, (vid: Page third of his Letter to Mr. Smith) © 
is a Sample of that Charity which. thinketh no Evil, "0 


Call'd for. Overtures ſet in 4 fair Light, p. 60. 
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full of Malice and void of Charity : There is not the 
alt Word of Malice, or want of Charity, nor the 
datkelt Hint relating to the Subſcribing Body. For 
the Perſons there ſpoken of, are Strangers, and ſome 
dd Friends and Acquaintance, under this particular 
Limitation, that in the preſent Ferment had been very 
re with my Reputation, which cou'd not in any 
Reaſon be applied to the whole ſubſcribing Party; 
for it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that by this time 
they had every ſingle Man of them, heard of the 
Affidavit, which had been only made a few Days 
betore the writing of the Letter, and was even a 
good part of them kept as a Secret. It is plain 
therefore, that the many who are ſet forth, as hav- 
ng given too much Proof, that they were very 
a to receive an ill Impreſſion &c. but very difficult, 
ever to admit a charitable Opinion, muſt in all fair 
onſtruction be underſtood of thoſe Strangers, and 
d Friends and Acquaintance, who had in the preſent 
enent been ver) fres' with my Reputation, and ſo 
uſt be found within theſe Bounds, where the Af- 
lavit was by this Time ſpreading its poyſonous 
kath. And of many there, I cou'd give the moſt 


il agrant Inſtances of believing vile ſcandalous Re- 
rs, againſt ſuch over-bearing Evidence, as cou'd 
be reſiſted by any, who did not affect to be blind. 
bat as I knew many of the Subſcribing Party to 


e Men of quite another Spirit, thoſe of that de- 
mination were not in my Eye, when I drew that 
alacter of ſome Men's Conduct and Dil] polition, 
a] muſt ſay if J had applied it to ſome who glo- 
in at Party Name, my Excluders did enough 
* Proceſs and Iſſue of my Tryal to have juſti- 
= a Repreſentation of them. For, cou'd 
4 * ſuch as wink'd hard, have miſs'd to ſee 
dear and ſatisfying Evidence in my Anſwer 


do 


o ] 
to the Libel, that I ths from uttering Vu 
daſbonourable to our great Redeemer, from fl hing 19. 
Evaſion, and being incomfiſtent with my ſelf in the} 
of it, from giving an Explanation which founded hu 


pul 
ial 
Iltar 


in pious Ears, from treating the impor tant Suljel - 
Converſation with an unbecoming Air, aud with * 
Gravity and Serionſneſs, from offering Taiting 9 ine 
decent Expreſſious, from burleſquing the Script ures, u =" 
mentioning in a ludicrous way the common Conf: ſj "ny 
this Church? And what can be tho't of theſe wo. ».. 
were preſent at the Reaſonings on the fifth 41 Ch. 
and did not obſerve, that requiring me under i * 
Penalty of Excluſion, to make a Declaration of oe 
lief of the ſupreme Deity of Chriſt, when a Proceſs d the 
commenc'd againſt me, was a direct and 'torn_h "0 
INQUISITION, and an open violation of the 0 Ste 
aſtolic Injunction, 1 Tim. v 19. Muſt not theſe fie 
Manner have been blind indeed? And whether tit BY 
affected to be ſo or not, let every one judge, , alu 
it was contrary to the uſual and known Metho it tene 
iſſuing Scandal, in this and other PHI 
Churches. All which I preſume, is very-conlin ed Mi: 
with the-Charity that chinketh vo Evil, i. +. dur 
ſuſpect and foment Jealouſies, without any I recbyte 
and evident Reaſon - At the ſame time it wp al. 
is nor can be blind, when the Evil is open true, / 
manifeſt, le pret 


H comes in the next place to 1 
Snod's Carriage towards me. But to — | 
Ground for exculpating the Synod, | . 


Nury into 
ae done. 
. . in Mr 
ä 1 Cura Mes hy 

No W tet us a little conſider' the SYNOD © tal 8 "ac, 
wards Mr. Nevin; the -Converlation/ happen'd in che lun re them 
rember, 1723, and was no Segrer in the Country, f f = Conf 
tun near ſix Months; yet the Presbytery of Dow 
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ul of the Presbytery of Down and me. But in his 
aal manner, he confounds the moſt diſtin& and 
tant things. For tho' the Converſation happen'd 
the time he mentions, and that one of the A- 
wit men, who, as appears by Dr. Smith's Teſtimo- 
p. 12. did not, upon account of his going out and 
now how the Converſation was brought in, or 
what the Nords in the Aﬀidavit related, had 
d of it in ſome few places; and one or two of 
ePrebvtery had heard of it, yet upon my challeng- 
g the worthy Captain and his wife Man, and laying 
tore ſuch as enquired at me, the Purport an 
ope of the Converſation, the Story died all at once; 
d there was far from being any Fama Clamoſa 
out it, till ſome little time before the extraordi- 
ry Steps were taken to dreſs up rhe Afidavit in 
t frightful Shape, in which itſcar'd ſo many out 
their Charity and Senſes too. If this Writer had 
lolv'd to take Notice of the leaſt Circumſtance 
t tended to ſet this Matter in a true Light, 
Wd he have overlook'd what was offer d by an 
ed Miniſter of that Presbytery, p. 16. © thar, the 
affair having broke out ſince the meeting of the 
Precbytery, they had no Opportunity to move in 
tat all.” But if this unfair Account of his were 
tue, and the Presbytery had been really faulty, 
le pretends, will ever this juſtify the Hnod in 

F their 
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pry into this matter, upon the Fama Clamoſa, as they ought 
"done. Mr. Nevin is ſo far from being aſſam'd of what he 
ain Mr. Hannington's, that he publiſhes it to the World, and 
mes dis own Accuſer; moreover, by ſpreading his printed 
u mong the Membersof theSYNOD while they were fitting, 
them a fair Challenge to defend the twenty third Chapter 

7 Cnſeſſon, concerning the Magiſtrate's Powet, 
e THE 
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| dont 

EY 1. | ſuch 
their itregular Proceedings, of commencing a7; Nl 
ceſs in the ſupreme Judicature, and overleaping z ery r 
the common and reaſonable Forms in ſuch Wozint 
Caſe ? & e 
Bur let every one again conſider what a Sam we ; 
we have ot this Author's Modeſty and Candlihcere 
when he rallies me ſo ſeverely for being aſbam oro! 
little of what I had ſaid im Mr. Han--'s, that T publij Xcept 
it to.the World, and ſo harden'd, as thereby to is in 


come my own Accuſer. Now, what I publiſh'd wiſh the 
ſo little Cauſe of Shame, that when the Party a ently 
to a cloſe and diſtin& View of it, they durſt hunt i 
venture to condemn it: For in reality it amo: 
to no more than this, that the Jeus are to be He lea 
ated in a Christian Country ; and yet in this Aut of 
fair and candid Account of Matters, this Deten@x the 


that ſatisfied every impartial Man, and confoundfre m. 
every angry and prejudic'd one, made me become Mich 
Accuſer. May J not here turn the Tables on HA 
and cry out in the moving Strain of an el Cu 
Writer of his own Side, ubi Pudor, ubi Fides! Ws Par 

Bur the great Provocation is {till behind, Wiemb! 
which doubtleſs is the true Secret of their c bum 
towards me. For he ſays, © by ſpreading m 
© while the Synod was fitting, I gave them a fait 
© lenge to defend their Confeſſion ; and honellly | 


the whole Streſs of the Treatment I met with - | 


— 
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THE SYNOD could not but reſent ſuch ill Vip } 
one of their Members made Complaint of it, yet t 


their Reſentment high, for they ask'd of him to wipe „ (whic 
he Offence given, by a 1 —. Declaration of the non 5 1 for 
of our dear Redeemer ; which had he done, the $ Y N OUP Oulc 


illi ſſary for then 
t only ſatisfied, but willing to do what was nece 
40 in his Vindication ; they therefqre intreated him from to f 


Ay 


43 
int, when he ſays, © the Synod cou d not but reſent 
ſuch il Uſage And one of their Members made Com- 
" paint of it. Where theſe following Particulars are - 
ery remarkable. 1/#, That to offter an Objection. 
vzn{t the received Senſe of one Propoſition in tae 
mfeſſron, is a fair Challenge to the Synod, and ſuch 
ge as they cou'd not think of putting up. Ho 
icere the PARTY then was, in calling upon and 
wovoking the Non Subſcribers to point out their 
xceptions againſt that Book, and what their End 
as in doing ſo, we have a ſhrewd Preſumption 
the Meaſure they met out to me. We ſee how pa- 
ently they wou'd have born it, and to what Ac- 
bunt it wou'd have turn'd, for tho? they durſt not 
fend it, yet they wou'd {till let it ſtand without 
e leaſt Alteration, aud neither part with Horn or 
nf of it. 2dly, That their Reſentment of ſuch Uſage 
$the true Spring of all the Trouble the Synod 
we me. One of the Managers in the Speech, by 
nich he open'd up the Defence of the Libel, 
aur d every one preſent, that their Warmth in that 
Cauſe did not flow from the impure Springs of Malice 
Party- ſpirit. But this bold Champion ſcorns to 
ſemble the matter ſo, but bluntly avows, that 
Jentment of ili Uſage puſh'd the Synod on. And by 
2; BR + -__ this, 


88 


b the Glory of GOD, their Edification, and for his own fake, to 
Ke a voluntary Declaration of that Article of the Chriftian Faith, 
de refuſed to doit, alled ing, that he ſtood accus'd (though it's 
abe Was his own Forms ar and the SYNOD did not regard him 
us time as a Criminal, for his Name was call'd inthe Roll every 
as Judge, which had they regarded him as a Criminal 
gd with o heavy a Guilt, as denying the LORD that bought 
\ (Which is infinuated in his Reaſonings) they weuld not have 
5 for it appears to me contrary to the Light of Nature, chat 
\ſhould be at the ſame time a Judge, and under N for ſo 

einous 


this, we know obs 1 this Writer audi from 
the Party, when they ſanctity their Eagerneſs inthisMot ti 
Affair with the Name of Zeal ; that this laſt i was 
what they wou d chooſe generally to avow to th 
World, but that the trueCauſe was their own Spleen 


and their Reſentment of ſuch ill Uſage, as to give them raling 
fair Challenge to defend their Confeſſion. Nor is it in Roa! 
deed an uncommon thing to diſguiſe Men's Pa TAE 
on and ill Nature, under that ſpecious Pretenc{Mjlir', 
For as the Spectator admirably obſerves, 1l-naturMConii 
is a drcadful Imitator of Zeal. Many a goof {pc 
Man may have a natural Rancour and Malice i . i; 
his Heart, which has been in ſome Meaſure que be th 
led and ſubdued by Religion; but if it finds what 
* Pretence ot breaking out, which does not feel to co: 
to him inconſiſtent with the Duties of a ChriſtiuWnge 
it throws off all Reſtraint, and rages in it's O 
Fury. Zeal therefore is a great Eaſe to a maligfleuii 
© ous Man, by making him believe, he does iel 
Service, whilſt he is gratifying the Bent of a ral 
* verſe revengeful Temper. 205 . It | 
3dly, T x ar the falling upon me in this mam ven! 
was preconcerted without Doors, for it appall 4%, 
| 6 0 fle ing a 
1 = LY 
aden 

heinous a Crime; whereas it is known, that his Name wat I 

over among the other Members of the SYNOD, (except wand 
was a Vote paſſing which concerned himſelf he was notregs "wo * 

a Criminal by them, nor was he diſqualified from being 15 er 

with them upon any other Account, but his acting ſuch A* <0 
Part, as(T believe) willexciude him from being $ udge ehe — 
any Court on Earth, as may appear from the eaſonings is 5 a. 5 
fer'd, in Favour of the SYNOD's Overture, which we mn or I , 
Mr. Ner in's Caſe, who would not open his Mouth ' C 10 9-4, 
REDEEMER, ard edify his offended Brethren, W p, _— go 
greateſt Meckneſe, ask'd a Reaſon of his Hope- , Day 5 caring e . Binh 
Harangues, which might hive been prevented by his » our Vi (Cs 
That he believed the Anſwer to the ſixth Queſtion in ? mt 


CATECHISM, or ſpoke in Words to chat Effect. 


ee 


1.47 I: 12 
om the Order ot his repreſenting the Particulars 


ot chis Affair, that their Reſentment of ſuch ill Uſage, 
vas the Riſe of, and Antecedent to the Member's 
making Complaint of it. Andlaſtly, that by the Synod 
in this elaborate Piece, we are to underſtand the 
mizg Party; the Juncto of able Men that 1ule the 
boat; for nothing ean be plainer, it was only 
IREx reſented ſuch ill Uſage, before the Member com- | 
and, and THEY forc'd it's Way into the Snod's 1 
Conſideration. Nor is it perhaps an1mproper way | 
or {pcaking, to give the Name of the whole to a 
ho are ſure of a Majority for their Seconds. But 
e this as it will, all the foregoing Particulars are 
hat the wiſer Heads of the Party are very careful 
o conceal and keep out of Sight. But Truth is a 
Wngerons thing to temper with, it is often like 
Quckfilver, that after all the Empiric's Art to 
Uiguiſe and kill it, does ſometimes: not only ſhow 
telt inpart, but redintegrates, and appears in it's 
tural genuine Form. | 
Ir may be imagin'd he extenuates the matter, 
Fen he adds, © yer they did not carry their Reſentment 
High, for they ask'd of: him to wipe off the Offence by give 
ing a voluntary Declaration &c. And thus they 
du d have put up this i Uſage, if I won'd have 
dale my Submiſſion to a Claim of Power they — 
muc 


* 
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r 3ny vabhagd Reader peruſe his oven Narrative of the Con- 
en be had in Mr. Hanning tons, and judge if this was a ſevere 
8 in the SYNOD ; if they deſerve to be accus'd as treating 
* 0 barbarouſly as he would have been us'd in Spain, or Italy, by 
* 10quiſition. Let the judicious part of Mankind peruſe what has 
el trom the third page of his Letter to Mr. Smith, againſt 
0 ity of theSYNOD (who aresubſcriberi) wherethey are re- 
Nuo: by adark Hint, full f Malice, &c. and judge whether they 

* reality good natur d, in not reſenting ſuch 3 


46 | 
much at Heart. It was this they intreated me, to 
do from theſe Motives, of the Glory of God & c. Forit 
is plain they cou'd not want Evidence of my O- n) 
aoxy in the Point of the ſupreme Deity of Chriſt, ii Not 
they had regarded the Teſtimonies of the Reve-Mhac 
rend Meflrs. Boyſe and Shannon, nay of the ene, | 
himſelf, who tabled the Complaint againſt me. Bu Md 
all this wou'd not do, for it they. had acquieſc'sMW4/, 
in them as ſatisfactory, however this might ſuffici- Mon t 
ently anſwer the Ends of God's Glory and my Vindi-Mb: c 
cation, it wou'd never do for their Edification, i. « Mwho 
gratity their Humours, as that Word is too gene- 
rally uſed. The Caſe then ſtands fairly thus : Up 
on the moſt ſerious Deliberation I was perſuaded, 


that as an Accuſation ſhou'd not be received againſt a: led. 
Elder, but out of the Mouth of tuo or three Witneſs was 
ſo it was directly ſinful, by any Submiſſion toll gare 
ſtrengthen Men's Hands, in the Violation oi was 
that Apoſtolic Injunction; when the Synod, or Pam whi, 
for that is all one, knew this from my printed Lett den; 
and many ſolemn Declarations in their Preſence inſin; 
they intreatedme, from the Motives of God's Glory, ail done 
my own Sake, to tranſgreks a plain Rule of the Go Ligh 
pel, and prove my ſelf a ſupple yielding Knave, uh lame 
wou'd ſactifice Conſcience and Honor, to preſer # Cri; 


Mm | 
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liſhed to the World by him; whom they were ready to forgive 
his ill Language againſt themſelves, if he would but fatisfy _ 
to the unguarded Expreſſions he had us d with reſpect to CHRIS 
God. head. whichthey thought he might do voluntarily, beforet® 
would exert their proper Authority over hitn, who at his Ons 
had ſolemnly profeſs'd Subjection to his Brethrewin the Lord; d 
refus'd to ſatisfy the SYNOD, either in a voluntary Declarann,0 
when he was required; They thereupon had no longer Freedom! 
continue him a Ruler in God's Houſe with them, who would 
ruled, even when the Matter enjoyn'd was Duty, if it had — 

- enjoyn'd, and ſure could not become ſmfut by their une. 
Overtures ſet in a fair Light, p. 61, 62. 
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1”, 2 
my Memberſhip in the Synod, and the good Word 
of ſuch as wou'd little have regarded me, after I 
had edified them in this Manner. 

Bu r ſtill his boldeſt ſtroke in Defence of the H- 
Wd is yer behind, and is ſuch aMaſter piece of 
\W4ſurauce, and ſuch a barefac'd Attempt to impoſe 

on the common Senſe of Mankind, that it is not to 

be conceiv'd how any Man cou'd venture on it, 
whole Imagination had not got the better of his 
Reaſon and Modeſty, by ſome violent Paroxyſm of 
temperate Zeal. For he adds, in his own eaſy, na- 
tural Way of writing, But he reſus'd to do it, al- 
edging that he ſtood accus'd, (tho? tis plain he 
was his own Accuſer) and the Synod did not re- 
gard him at this time as a Criminal, for his Name 
was called in the Roll every Sederunt asa Judge, 
| Which had they regarded him as a Criminal, as 
denying the LORD that bought him, (which is 
inſinuated in his Reaſoning)they wou'd not have 
done it; For it appears to me, contrary to the 
Light of Nature, that the Man ſhou'd be at the 
lametime a Judge and under Proceſs for ſo henious 
Crime. Tt is not to be expected that in the 
ge Zeal a Man ſhou'd write correctly, or be 
onſiſtent with himſelf, more than in the Heat of 
| Fever, It is not to be thought much of, that he 
Wd pretend it was all Sham in me to alledge 1 
" accuſed, when at the ſame Breath he wou'd 
we every one believe, it ij plain I accuſed my ſelf, 
"makes no Bones of it to add, the Synod did not 
lard him at this time as a Criminal. It may be 
git trifling with the World, to ſay any thing 
Anſwer to this, if it were not to be fear'd that 
L b Poor Man ſurely believes himſelf, ſo many 
* 05 weak enough to take his Word for it. And 
ore let me only obſerve to him and 3 
that 
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ML. 
that as we have his own Authority for it, twice; 
that I accuſed my ſelf, and wou'd it not be greatly 
abuſing the Synod, to ſuppoſe they did not after al 
regard me as à Criminal, ſo it is altogether new and 
ſurpriſing how any Judicature civil or Eccleſiaſtici 
can otherwiſe regard any as a Criminal, than they 
did me, if we owe any Regard to their own M. 
nutes, for there, it is own'd after the firſt Motiou 
was made againſt me, The judgement of ſeveral men: 
© bers was ask'd; asto the manner of trying Ciſſuing thi 
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Matter, aid the Committee were not to be accounted 4 4 
© Accuſers (more than the reſt of their Brethren) ju 4 4 
© drawing up theGrounds of Offence taken at me, p.] ppoir 
© That a Complaint was tabled againſt me, and L þ E . 
© Charge drawn up, and Managers iu the Cauſe aluu il, 4 
© on both Sides. p. 83. Aud Liberty reſerv'd to the Hui er | 
© to enquire if there be any matter of Offence in the f uiring 
to Articles of the Charge againſt me, for which ie i.” 
© (hou'd think me cenſuralle at that time, tho the, ” 
very © Articles werereferr'd tothe Presbytery of Down. Wi. the 
p. 100. and in the deciſive Vote, they declare 
vn d not proceed any farther in my Tryal p. 160, Hoe 


But if we may depend on this Author, all ww, , 
might be without the Syzod's regarding me 65 e rt. 
minal, or myſtanding accuſed, or being uuder Pag 
And it is but fit to do him that - Juſtice, to o rally fe 
that he proves by a ſtrong Reaſon, that contr® 
to theſe Appearances, and uſual Solemnities, 4 id Pry 
the expreſs owning of a Tryal, there was 00 2 
thing as the Huod's regarding me as a * 10 
my ſtanding actuſed before them: Becauſe 1 1 ber as 
my Name was talld in the Roll. Now to ler pa 
the Depth and Juſtneſs of this wiſe Argument 5 
Riſe of the Complaint and the Cry of the , 
muſt be a lictle attended to. For the fitſt Cam! un, 


aur in his own ſerjous Strain declar'd he *. 


reedomt to fit in Synod with me, and ſuch 29 ſuppot- 
ed this Motion, ſtrongly pleaded that I might, be 
treared as one mfetted with the Plague of Hereſy, and 
rithout further Proof be depriv'd of my Priviledge 
vs a Member of this Synod. This was the greatching 
be Party ſtruggled for, and to juſtify the inflicting 
uch a Cenſure, they were at the Pains of forming 
Libel, and going thro' ſeveral Articles in it. Now 
his 4uthor's Argument ſtands thus, a Party took 
fene at my Print, and had not Freedom to fit in H- 
gd with me; in order therefore to ty it there was 
ny real Ground for ſuch Offence, and their refu- 
ug to fit in Synod with me, ſeveral Members were 
pointed to receive and drauup the Grounds of Of- 
ce, which were accordingiy laid before the H- 
ud, and the firſt five Articles examin'd and conſi- 
kr, during which time, while the Syzod was en- 
Juring whether there were any Grounds to ſuſpend 
ſe from my Right of fitting as a Member of the H- 
Id, my Name was continued in the Roll, and there- 
we the Synod did not regard me as a Criminal; nor 
aud accuſed : Which is juſt as ſolid a Defence of 
e Sued, as if he had undertaken to prove, I did 
# ſtand accuſed before the nod, becauſe they did 
or firſt 1nflit the premeditated Cenſure, and atters 
ards, try whether I deſerved- it or no. Burt fo 
folly fooliſh is this way of Arguing, that it pro- 
eds upon an utter Ignorance both of the Rules 
Id Practice of what this Author calls their Con- 
1:07, For a Miniſter is not ſuſpended upon 
8 iandiug accus'd, and being regarded as a Criminal, 
lat as to come under tryal. In ſome Caſes up- 
apparently groſs Preſumptions of henious 
Kndal, ſome have been ſuſpended as ſoon as the 
ba was form'd; but whether this be in any 
dumſtances juſt or no, is nothing to the preſent 

G Parpoſe. 
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Purpoſe. When there can be famous Inſtanc orm: 
given, where Miniſters Names were continued ifffur'd, 
the Kol during the Time ot their tryal, for Ctin Hear, 
that delerved as high a Cenſure as Hereſy itſeii ter 
and wou'd it not be ridiculous to infer from thii ot a 
they did not tand accuſed, nor their Presbytem ye 
regard them as Criminals, when they had them u path 
der Proceſs, & were afterwards found really guilty 
Whar ſort therefore this Man's Light of Nats 
mult be of, when what is ſo conſofiant to the pla 
elt Rules of Juſtice, and ſupported by ſuch num 
rous Precedents, is ſo openly declared contrary 
it, let all impartial Perſons judge. One wol 
think that he regarded himſelf as the Standard 
Human Nature, when he ſo roundly pronoun 
of Underſtanding and Judgement in general, t 
It is vitiated, and naturally under a Cloud, For it 
too evident that his Light of Nature, whatever 
the Cauſe of it, muſt be ſtrangely over-cloudt 
when he cou'd argue in this Manner: Butt 
Advantage I clearly gain by his reaſoning, bid 
it is, that if I did really ſtand accus d, and the N 
regarded me as a Criminal at the Time, it was 
nifeſtly unjuſt in them to require me to mak 
Declaration; for otherwiſe, why is he at ſo m 
pains to pals it on the World, that I was not 
theſe Circumſtances ? And let it even reſt het 
any can read my Tryal and this Review of it, ani 
convinced even by this Author's new and pec 
Argument, that the Syod did not regard mA 
Criminal, and that I did not fand accuſed bel 
them, ſuch may acquit the Snod and look on 
not knowing when I was under Proceſs and Tri 
but if they diſcover ſufficient Evidence that] 
at their Bar for many Days together, as a C 


they muſt regard the Synod, i. e. the Party, 7 


5] 

mal IN Q UI TORS, and me as an in- 
d, perſecuted Man, and it this Point be not ſo 
ear, as to force the Aſſent ot any, I deſpair of 
wer ſatisfying them, that his few Thoughts are 
ot a good Defence of the Synod, and muſt content 
pyſelt with ſaying, there is no convincing a Man 
wainſt his Mil. 

Bur if the Strength of his Argument turn on 
his, that they did not regard hm as a Criminal, 
charg d with ſo heavy a Guilt as denying the 
Lord that bought him.” This is a new Specimen 
jt the deluſive Power of Zeal. For is it not ſurpriz- 
g that this buſy Member of the Committee, ſhou'd 
ot ſee that this is expreſsly charg'd on me in their 
nunds of Offence. For in their firſt Obſervation, 
lter they ſer down the Affrdavit, they pronounce 
le Words fwora to be poſitively ſaid by me, highly diſ- 
unowrable to our great Redeemer. In their 2d, they 
Wit an Evaſion, that 1 only ſaid it was no Blaſphemy 

the Jews to deny Chriſt to be God, and that ſince 
was ſworn that J expreſs'd it indefinitely aud uni- 
ſally, conſequently it is ub Blaſphemy in any Perſon to 
1 Chriſt to be God, And in their 3d, that the re- 
tated Aſſertion is delivered in my Letter in ſuch univerſal 
lem, as does not admit of the Reſtriction there mentioned 
me, ſo that if it was no Blaſphemy in the Jeus, conſe- 
ent not that kind of Blaſphemy condemned in Scripture. 

hich in other words, is ſaying, that it is no Injury or 
roach to the Name of Chriſt, to deny himto be Gd; 
ach cou'd not in any Reaſon be ſaid, but by one 
at denied him to be God himſelf, which without 
il peradventure, is in this Author's Senſe denying the 

Lord that bought him; and yet all theſe Obſervations - 
ar in ſo many Words call'd by the Synod, Articles 
G the Charge brought againſt me: It is therefore 
© in Fa&, that I was not charg'd with ſo heavy 

alt; if the Libel, or the Minutes of the Synod be 

G 2 good 
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good Evidence ot what I was charg'd with. e 5 
otten is this unhappy Mater found by all hands, va 


te ing Violence to Iruths, not depending on Streng Hude 
ot Memory, but 1uterted into the public Record m. 
the Sued. Burt it is more inexcuſable to do fo, we d a 
the I :mpration lies the other way; for what Mit th 
had ſo much at heart, was to vindicate the Hain! 
in the Demand ot a Declaration of Chriſt's ſuprenWoeret 
Deity, and that upon the Motives of God's Gn out t 
their Edification, aud for my own Jake. Now if I waWite « 
not charg d with the heavy Guilt of denying it, hoes, 
wou'd my ſubmitting to a Declaration of it, tend m'd, 
Gods Glory, or their Edification? Might they not Heath 
well have urged theſe Motives tor my declaring, onuf udin 
other Point? Might they not have been offer'd to ben 
other Member of the Synod as well as me ? er // 
why was I ſingled out, if I was not charged mo Hue 
rhan any other ? And pray cou'd it do any Seri ett! 
to my Reputation, that in this Author's Account viWally t. 
not ſullied with the Charge of ſuch heavy Guil Was n 
Wou'd he have the World believe the Hued mel as 
all this Buſtle, when there was no Accufation, Ms 
the Man they ſqueez'd at ſuch an unmerciful ra hea 
regarded as a Criminal? Is not this to ſuppoſe ay to /; 
tell on me without any Ground or Occaſion? NM judg, 
is not this in Effect ro own, that all the een t! 
Struggle was not about Orthodoxy ? For upon ing a 
Head it ſeems they had no Charge againſt me, M en 
about a new Clain of Power, eren to ob lthe : 
Man to purge himſelf, when there was no Chat betra 
gainſt him? Wou'd it not be more for the Hole Wo 0! 
of the Synrd, and ſound better with the World, Wi / 
have ramp'd up all the Suſpicions and Jeatouſt det he 
winch con'd ave been gather*] out of the 4 Wd gcc; 
Dit, the oFenßive Letter, and their imagimary (i eme ! 
a:1ej:ce7, and have pieaded upon their united Senf. 


that it was necefiary to rt pair the Injury don 
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ve Honour of Chriſt, to remove the Offence given to 

py zealous Brethren, and heal the Breach that was 

nade in my own Reputation wide as the Sea, by purg- 

myſelf of an Error, of which I was ſulpected 

nd accuſed ? This is the very Truth ot the Caſe; 

ut the Misfortune is, it wou'd haye appear d too 
lainlyan IN QUISITION inthat Light, and 

heretore as that was like to be a Milſtone hung a- 

out the Neck of the Party, the laſt Shift was, in 

bite of the plain Words of the Libel, and the Mi- 

tes, to make the World believe my Head was 
m'd; and that I fancy'd myſelf accuſed, tired to 
Death almoſt by drawing up a long Defence, and 
anding ſix long Days in Judgement before them, 
hen there was nothing in it; and in reality I nei- 
ker ſtood accuſed, nor was regarded as a Criminal by 
e Sod, let me pretend what I will. And all that 
left for me, is to appeal to the World, and eſpe- 
ally to thoſe who attended this tedious Tryal, if 
was not awake and in my Senſes, and-if they as 
ll as myſelf did not alledge I food accuſed, and 
"as regarded as a Criminal by the Synod, charg d with 
th heavy Guilt, as to maintain it was no Reproach in 
wy to ſay Chriſt was not God. And I ſhall leave it 
ſudgement, whether this Writer had reaſon to 
ten the Matter, as if I had diſqualifed myſelf by 
ing an unſocial Part, as he calls it, and that I wou'd 
cen my Mouth to glorify my Redeemer, when the 
ane and his Brethren won'd have me acted, was 
betray the Rights of Sciety, and the expreſs Au- 
nit ot Chriſt, if it once appear that 1 was under 
eſs before them. But it is pleaſant to obſerve 
"a he owns, on each Hand of his-denying me to 
accuſe d, that my giving the Declaration f Chriſt's 
ON Deity, wou'd have ediſed my offended Bre- 
". Pray what offended them? Was it not an 
Appre- 


. 
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| enfionthavl had uttered Words dp] 2! 
q 5 this hoiſted into an Article oi tri 
the Charge againſt me? And yet theſe offended Bi 
hren cou'd be edified by a Members declaring hin 
ſelf on a Particular, for which they had nem 
brought any Charge againſt him, if we may belicg — 
this Author. So that in his way of 1 
Offence may be juſtly taken up, and a Memhs N 
brought under Cenſure, where there is no Proch . 
nor Ground of Accuſation, and ſuch as have taken! K 
up in this manner may be ediſed by a Man's clea 
ing himſelf of what he was never accuſed. wo. n _ 
Method of Tryal and Iflue ! Some Members a * 
Offence, and wou'd not fit in Synod with 5 | — 
therefore had a ſevere and artful Libel form / 
all their Reſentment wou'd have been huſh'd at 5 * 
it I wou'd ſatisfy them I was free of a — 3 
they never charged me with. And if he 7 F:. 
thus make his Brethren wiſe Fudger or himf 1 

bor, let the Impartial ju ge. | 

8 thus he hos diſplay'd his rare "ny = 
taking Defence for his abuſed Brethren ; =_ 1 
it deeper in the Readers Mind, like a1 nd Th 
great Addreſs and Skill, he touches moſt of _ 
ticulars over again, and places them in à ne 1 i 
bolder Light. But here is brought to = WF no 
the full Extent of the wh ee = 
Zeal ; for now it beginsto act, as _ — — 72 
be, Were perfectly arits Comman 24 Bends ny 
ho cou d he appeal to the un * 
© they deſerve to le accus das treat ing me _ ; A all 
© as I uo d have been ud in Spain or - mr 
© quifition,” when there was very - C or of; 
taken to prevent any ſuch Apprehen _ ” vo 
I ſaid, p. 10. of the Dedication. Let ** 1 
* that I inſinuate, that the Party have 
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an Inquiſition, as they have in ſome Popiſh Coun- 

tries. Nor do I charge them with all the In- 

ſtances of CRUEL'FY chat the Papiſts are 

guilty of. Bur becauſe a great part of my Com- 

plaint turns on this, that the Party by the like 

proceedings did all-theycou'd to ctuſh one, who 

wou'd not by an open Submiſſion recognize that 

power in their Hands, I ſhall to prevent any 

Wrangling about the Name of a thing, here lay 

down the Notion of it clearly. There are two 
ways of proceeding againſt Perſons under an Ac- 

culation and Proceſs. The one is, when the Of- 
fences a Perſon is charged with, are proved upon 
him by Witneſſes, which is the only juſt Way, and 
that which is preſcribed ia the Word of God, 
and ought to have been taken in my Caſe : The 
other is, when NO I/tneſſes appear, or can ſo 
much as be pretended againſt a Perſon ; but he is 
required by the Diat of Authority to purge himſelf, 
if innocent, or accuſe himſelf, if guilty, and his 
retuſing to do ſo, ſhall be either taken for a Con- 
ſion of Guilt, or made the Ground of puniſh- 
ing him for diſobeying their Injunction. This 
Latter which is NOT by Proof, butby Inquiry 
of the Perſon accuſed, or ſuſpected, every one 
has agreed to call an Jzquifition ; and properly 
enough I preſume ; and this Courſe the Party 
took with me.” Where I have acquitted them in 
ie plaineſt manner, of the Barbarity uſed in popiſ 
Wntries : But all this by the Legerdemain of Zeal 
alt paſs for nothing. And becauſe I charge 
dem with the Efſence and Formality of an Inqui- 
wn, I muſt accuſe them of treating me as barba- 
ſy, as und have been uſed in Spain or Italy. 
ad this J muſt have the Impudence to do, tho 
te was not a Hait of my Head touched; _ 


— 
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either of theſe Places, ſhou'd have pay'd for n 
Stuidineſs with my Life. But I can tell chis 4 
ther, however angry he is at his own. imagina 
Imputation, it is a great Mercy to me that ſon 
Men's Hands are bound up, for it their own, Wor 
may be taken for it, they wou'd with Pleaſure hay 
made a Sactifice ot me to the Honor and Auth 
ity ot the-Syod,' | q 
-:, Taeke is indeed leſs Ground to complain 
this pious Fraua, when the aunihilating Power of ti 
Zeal is ſuch, that the very. Reſentment of the Pat 
. mult give way to it, and by the Slight of his Hu 
paſs and be gone. For tho': he had in the nt 
Faragraph next before declared, the S nod an 
not but RESENT ſuch il] Uſage, and that they, d 
not carry their RESENTMENT high, yet here; 
Judicious Part of Mankind ate ſummoned to jud 
whether they are not in reality good natured in M 
RESENTING ſuch Calumny publiſhed to the Wi 
by him. And fo what they cou'd not but i 
they did not reſent. And what can ſtand betoret 
Force of this Hocis-pocus- way of writing, whent 
RESENTMENT of the Party ſhall thus cal 
and go, jult as the Fancy takes him? And! 
Wonder in good earneſt, when the dark-Hint wil 
he pretends to have quoted from the 3d f. ot 
Letter to My. Smith, is not to be found there! 
quoted by himſelf, unleſs his Words muſt pals | 
mine, nor was ever ſo much as taken Notic 
by the Party, till this Author, who ſees ſo wel 
the dark, ſpied it out for them. And the uh 
of their good Nature then is, they did not reſent f 
Calumny they knew nothing of, and were wean 
- ; whil 
forgive all the ill Language againſt themſelves, in 
they were no way concerned, and was never 


. . . AE , 
ed, till this advent rous Writer offer d py 
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Thoughts, in their Defence. Nor will their good Na- 
ze appear ſo extraordinary, as he wou'd repreſent 
, till he ſhow, there was not enough in all reaſon 
ud in the Extemporary Defence, and written Anſwer, 
p ſatisfy every one there was nothing in the Pro- 
tion, as delivered and meant by me, that was in 
he leaſt unguarded, with reſpect to our Saviour“ 
DEITY, it they are not more guided by Reſent- 
zit than Knowledge. And when his Hand is in, 
e wou'd greatly conſult the Honour of the Party, 
he can ſhew any manner of Handle, either from 
he Aſidavit or my Print, they had to inſiſt upon a 
healaration of Chriſt's ſupreme Deity, and that there 
as any thing more in it, than that they knew mak- 
v2 Declaration in ſuch Circumſtances, was a point 
herein I cou'd be pinch'd, and therefore fit to be 
ud hold on as the moſt plauſible Ground to ex- 
ade me on. And till he do this in a fair rational 
ay, we muſt believe the Committee, who in their 
bd make no Bones to avow their Reſentment, and 
be open Declaration of this Author, that they 
Wd not but reſent ſuch il Uſage, and demur to this 
lea tor their being in reality good natur d, when in 
ght of all his Art and juggling their Reſentment 
pears great and real, and their good Nature a meer 
badow and Deluſion. 

Dur ſtill the greateſt Stretch of his Cunning is 
behind, when he wou'd make his unbyaſs'd 
aders believe, that the Declaration might have 
en voluntary on my part. There is no Occaſion 
d bevery profuſe of that deep Learning, which 
e Point of Liberty has afforded to the World. 
r whatever the ſtri& and formal Notion of it be, 
generally agreed, that where a Man does not 
tom a Conviction, of the reaſonableneſs and 
Waneſs of the Action it ſelf, and is only moved 


by 
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by Worlly Hopes and Fears, to do what otherwiſe l 
wou'd choole to torbear, that cannot be juſtly ci 
led a voluntary Action, ſo as to be virtuous and gu 
But now from the firſt ſtarting of this Matter, 
heard of little elſe but loud Threatnings, not tofita 
longer in Synod with me, ii I wou'd not contrary to tt 
Light of my Conſcience, and a ſolema Proteftati 
publiſhed to the World againſt all i:quifitory Me 
thods, make the Dclaration the Party infiſted 
And is not this a rare way of doing a Thing 
luntarily ? when it appear'd directly ſinful, and; 
the Party were put to utter Silence, about the [| 
tice and reaſonableneſs of their Demand, and wh 
Anſwers were required to the Arguments offt 
againſt it, no Reply at laſt was made, butt 
word do that by a Vote. Such was the Nature th 
of this voluntary Declaration I was to make : 6 
viction I muſt not wait for; but be influenc'd! 
the awful Rod of their Authority, and the Fund 
Calumny of their Friends without Doors, that 
ready to be caſt in, to fill up the Meaſure of 
Synod's Reſentment, it I did not pay ſuch a Com 
ment to the eu Claim of Power, which ti 
mighty Guardians of Orthodoxy cou*d not ti 
themſelves ſafe without. But as with this Il 
nothing will paſs for Perſecution, but the Diſcyl 
of perſonal and worldly Damage, ſo perhaps" 
them every Action is voluntary that is not enge, 
by corporal Pains and Penalties. But they e thei 
conſider, that tho' free Mil, as a learned Aus 10 
mentioned before, obſerves, be like a Virgin, WIE the 
cannot be raviſhed, yet like her, it may be temp ain'd 
and overcome by other means, than open VioWir has 
and Force. And among theſe, I may juſtly de ver 
the Terrors of their proper Authority, which he 0 or b 
they were ready to exert. 99 naler 
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Wu x this Author declares what their proper 


luthority is, if it be over Men's Conſciences, and 
e Laws of Chriſt, we ſhall then be able to judge, 
ow jultly it is tounded upon what he drops in as 
iz Reaſon or SD of their proper Authority, that at 
my Ordination 1 had ſolemuly profeſs'd Subjettion to 
my Brethren in the Lord . 1a the Lord, one wou'd 
hink cou'd never be meant againſt his eſtabliſhed 
avs and Rules ot Diicipline. Bur fo it is, if they 
ad any proper Authority over me in that Caſe, by 
ertue of my profeſſing Subjection to them in the Lord, 
tmult directly amount to counteracting the Lord's 
Direction not to receive ap Accuſation againſt an El- 
Eu, but before two or three Niineſſes, 1 Tim. 5. 19. 
put ſippoſing for once the Party were not guilty 
letting aſide that Maxim of natural Equity, was 
the Part of Proteſtant Diſſenters to require one of 
ieir Members to ſubmit to their Authority, while 
eſcrupled the Lawfulneſsof their Deciſion? And 
ou d not this confirm all the hard things which 
we been ſaid of Presbyterian Tyranny, when the 
ea of Conſcience will not be allow'd ? But he 
dat wou'd be Presbyterian of the right Stamp, now 
Days muſt imitate that worthy Perſon, who upon 
$tranſportation declared, tho it was againſt his 
ſcience to leave his People, yet as he was a Presby- 
man, he wou'd ſubmit to the Determination of his 


d their Authority. But however his Conſcience 
las not then Proof againſt it, ſomething elſe has 
dot the better of it, and to their Face he has com- 
lain d of Faction and Tyranny among them. And 
dit has happen'd upon many other Occaſions, that 
me very Men, who wou'd bind others Hand and 
vt by that Ordination Vou, have upon much 
Wzr Pretences than the Plea of Conſcience, made 
H : | light 


rethren ; this was reliſh'd as a juſt Complement 


s 
& 
oo (AS WTI ͤ — — EI ED —4U — —— — 
— — = Z 


60 


light of Snodical Orders andRuies. And ſo it is wi Hulat 
them, as with ſome Civil Governors, they mit hi; 
Laws, not tor themſelves to obſerve, but as Exit 
to keep others in Subjection to them. imſe 
Bur muſt haſten to examine the paralel eb, 
he ſtates in the following Paragraph from a ent, 
Court. I acknowledge a Parallel in this Senſe, Mink 
a juſt Claim to the ſame Indulgence, chat is ge hic! 
rally ſhown to an ordinary Smile ; for tho* a . pa 
tical Eye may diſcover ſome little Halt in i oce 
Length it goes, this is thought no great Fault Js a! 
Blemiſh, But when it is downright lame, and en 
not a Foot to ſtand on, it is regarded only as , 
Impertinence, and to uſe ſuch, a certain Sign Mie: 
Want of Judgment. An eminent Doctor has beefen 
ſeverely laugh'd at for making parallel Lines met ward 
a Center. But this true Diſciple of his in the V. 
trine of wholeſome Severities, has done much wolf e le. 
for his Parallels do not only meet, but often Mm 
croſs and a thwart one another. And fo they Win 
in their firſt ſetting out. For the Parliament 1 = 
arale 


Synod are no more like one another in their 4 
t!ority and Claim of Power, than the Maſterd 
Family, and a Servant entruſted with the Exel 
on of certain Orders, during his Maſter's Abſel 


The Maſter himſelf may indeed make what! 
gulatid 


12% 


*_I ſhall ſtate a Parallel Caſe from a Civil Court. I up 
the Parliament, and called together in the Name of our Sore 
Lord the King, and that a Member of either Houle, | 
during the Seſion print a Letter, having theſe Words in b, 
s no Treaſon in a Facobite to ſay, That King George! 
lawful and rightful Sovereign of theſe Realms, and if the Ja 
ites {ay ſo, they ought not be ſuppreſs'd by the Civil 24 
I hare good 5eatan to belicye, the Houſe would be ofa, 
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lat ions he thinks proper, and change them again 
this Pleaſure. But the Servant is ſtrictly bound 
p to his Inſtructions, and cannot, without laying 
mſelf open to a Charge of Injuſtice or unfaithtul- 
eſs, depart from or ſer them aſide. The Parlia- 
nent, as we have ſeen in ſome Inſtances, don't 
hink themſelves tied up to all the Formalites, to 
hich inferior Courtsare bound ; but claim a Pow- 
t paramount to theſe in extraordinary Caſes, and 
rocecd againſt ſubtile Traitors, who ate meditat- 
g an entire Subverſion of our Rights and Liber- 
es, not according to the ſtrict Rules of the Aſſoct- 
nun, but the full Extent of Power, which Men 
are an undoubted. Claim to uſe for their own 
Defence in the State of Nature, to prevent and 
ward againſt ill Appearances, and under-hand De- 
gs. But a Synod of Divines, who dare not claim 
le leaſt Degree of Legiſlative Power, can never 
aim the Precedent of ſuch an Aſſembly: And 
thing but an Imagination over-heated by Zeal, 
in fancy, that they or their Proceedings can be 
male in any Degree. ä | 

Bur again, his Parallel is miſerably defective in 
be Part he has drawn of it, for he ſhou'd have 
Ippos'd, that the Member had in the Letter, fully 
cogniz d his Majeſtres Title, and given the ſtrong- 
l Aſſurances of his own firm and ſteddy Allegi- 
ance 


— 


a Letter, and they would immediately call upon the 
d to take the Oaths, which if he reſus'd to take, they 
1 expel him the. Heuſe, and probably go a greater Length, 
N * ture ſuch a Sentence would be a mereiful one. To 
* is, I beg Leave to aſſure the Proteſtors, and Mr. Nevin's 
= the Honour of King JESUS is, and ought to be 
. — Fr Church Fudicature, as the Honour of King GEORGE, 
ul Sovereign, is to his Bririſh Subjects. SA 
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ance to him; for ſo I had evidently done, in th 
Letter I had printed, not as he ſtretches the pa 
lel, during the ſitting, but before the meeting of th 
Synod, in the Caſe of our Saviour's DEITY, whe 
I had pronounc'd of the Jews and all others, u 
denied him to be GOD, that they thought ME A 
LY and WICKE DLY of our Lord in 1 
Point. 

AND once more his Parallel warps ſtrangd 
from my Caſe both with Reſpe& to the Circun 
ſtances of the Perſon, and the Nature of the Cri 
he fixes on. A Jacobite with reſpect to his My 
ties Title, and a Few in regard of his denying Gi 
to be Cod, do moſt widely differ, as to their Liableꝶ 
to be puniſh'd for their reſpective Principles and 
rors. For the Jacobite is his Majeſty's Subjed, 
bliged by the Laws to ſwear Allegiance to hin 
And his Principle evidently tends to the Confuli 
of the State. But a Jeu violates no Law off 
Sciety, nor any way injures the Peace and vat 
of the Public, by denying Chriſt to be God. Aud! 
Parallel with reſpect to the Perſons is ſo exacht 
the one may be ſuppreſs'd as an avowed: End 
to the State, and the other treated in the fi 
Manner, tho' he may be a very peaceable andg 
Subject. But ſtill the crookedeſt Part of hisP 
lel is yet behind, if we examine into the Natuꝶ 
the Crime, which he fixes on. Treaſon immedia 
affects the State, and depends abſolutely up * 
Laws of the Conſtitution, and what is or is 10 
is particularly determin'd by them, and beo 
Exception, comes juſtly within their Spee b 
Blaſphemy does not take it's Riſe and Bells 
the Laws of Civil Society; ſeveral Kinds of it ; 
no Manner of Influence directly, on the F 5 
Welfare thereof, and therefore cannot fl. 


thin the Sphere of human Laws. So Streight and 
ect then is his Parallel, that a Civil Crime and 
ſreculative Error, no way affecting the State, are 
like and Parallel one to the other, that as a 
eber of Parliament might be taken to task for 
Mig, the one owghe not to be ſuppreſs'd by the Civil 
gerate, fo a Member of an Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly 
gut be juſtly excluded for aſſerting the other, zs 
to be ſuppreſs'd by the Civil Magiſtrate. And if 
be not very dexttous at forming Parallels, may be 
t to the Judgement of any, who knows the Dif- 
rence between a ſtreight and crooked Line. For it 
plain, that as denying Chriſt to be God, can on- 
be judged Hereſy in a Point of pure Revelation, ſo 
all reaſon it can only be cognizable by an Au- 
rity that flows from the ſame Original, & that muſt 
y be the Church, whoſe Power extends only to her 
wn Members, and conſequently not to the Infidel 
eu, 1 Cor. 5. ult. which is all that I maintain'd, 
hat this was not a Crime to be puniſh d bythe Magiſtrate. 
Ind therefore to make the Caſe parallel to mine, 
Member of Parliament ſhou'd only be ſuppoſed to 
y that tho” a Facobite ſaid, that King George is 
it lawful and rightful Sovereign of theſe Realms, yet 
eought not to be proſecuted in the ſpiritual Court. 
nd he may try, if he has any good Reaſon to be- 
ere, the Houſe wou'd be offended at him for ſuch 
krinciple, and unleſs he can produce it, his Pa- 
el, will be no great Defence of the Synod's Ho- 
r: For otherwiſe it will not come up to their 
le at all, 

Turn; are ſome things a Man of ordinary Pru- 
ace wou'd be very nice & tender about, eſpecially 
den he is very far from a clear and diſtin& Under- 
ading of them. If this Author then has uſed this 
Mary Caution, when he ſo frankly — 
rather 
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rather preſcribes, what Meaſures the auguſt A f 
of Parliament ought to take in certain Caſes, ſul. : 


"T4 2 Ike: 
tor me bercterr'd to his wiſer Friends. But ſur 


it he had allow'd himſelf to conſider that I hy 
obſerved to his hand, p. 8. that 1 might be hl 
© an ſaying, that it was not that Sort or Degree of Bl 
* phemy in the Fews to deny Chriſt to be God, wh 
* juſtly comes within the Sphere of human Laws,uk 
* the Wiſdom of the Britiſh Nation has ſeen fit to ah 
* the Form of an Oath in their Favor, that they ng , 
* qualified to be Subjects of that Kingdom,” he mig 16 9 
be leſs forward to draw a Parallel from a He. 
Court, as he ſeems in his profound Skill to call ev 
Houſe, to ſhow the Syzod had a Right to cen ©: 
me for the only Principles upon which that wFh,;., 
wiſe and good Act of the Britiſh Parliament ca. 
juſtified, and for preaching which, the late hou. 
rable Houſe of Commons of this Kingdom at t Ne 
laſt Seſſion, gave Thanks to the incompaui cn; 
Mr. Syns. Fr of ; 
Bor however free a Divine of ſuch Note = - 
be with his Superiors, I am ſenſible it becon;; 0 
one charged with mighty Crimes to write Mer 
greater Modeſty and Reſerve. And there he 
have declined giving Judgment, whether mT * of 
might not ſafely maintain all, that this ſe s of 
ſays he has good Reaſon to believe the Houſe wi rds f. 
offended at in one of their Members, For ſuch eme 
Mercy of our wiſe Adminiſtration, that I hae 
heard that by a late Act, no Words are Tree ſeſſon 
the Law, if the King's Life is not threatned © 
taken away, or in ſome few other Inſtances, 
whetherthe aboveWords amount to or not, lan 
Lawyer enough to determine. But if it 7 
happen that it were not Treaſon, or at leaſt 9 
Treaſon, to ſay all that a Facobite is ſuppoſe o 


N 
lei! 
or, 
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bs, this finiſhes his Paralel moſt compleately, and 
es him the ableſt Defender the Synod cou'd ever 
pe for; one who will ſtop at nothing, but with 
vithout Knowledge, will ſay all tor them that 
es in his Head. | 

xD of this he has given a moſt notable Proof, 
en to apply this, he begs Leave to aſſure the Pro- 
tors, aud Mr. N., Advocates, the Honour of King 
ESU, and ought to be as dear to a Church Ju- 


jþ Subjects.” And now take the Caſe as he has 
de che Parallel, if either Houſe ſhou'd be as wife 
he wou'd have them, and call upon a Member in 
Caſe he ſuppoſes; to tale the Oaths, and on his 
wal expel him, or go a greater Length; which 
en he produces his good Reaſon, we may believe 
ie docs. If the Words are really Treaſon, and 
Member was miſtaken in that Point of Law, 


ty of a Snod to be out in a plain Point of the 
gel, and he was thereupon required to take tle 
1, however it might be without Precedent, yet 
Ucterence to that auguſt Aſſembly, we muſt ſup- 


Ital of the Conſtitution, and contrary to the 
es of natural Equity; and it is certain, the 


ys Crown and Dignity. But now by the 


rot be cenſur d, as ſeeming to ſound harſh in pious 
ate in themſelves a great and glorious Truth, 
o far from being diſhonouraBle to, that they are 
geateſt Honor to King Jeſus, as he came not to 


| 


led, that a Church Judicature ought to be as 
1 | &ealoz45 


ch is as excuſable ſurely, as for the acting Ma- 


ds ſuppos'd to be uttered by a Jacobite, let 
a amount to Treaſon or no, are contrary to his 


ſeſſon of the Party, the Words ſpoken by me, 


ature; as the Honour of King George is to his Bri- 


he cou 'd not plead it was againſt a Funda- 


nd 


"9 but to ſeek Men's Lives; and is it not rarely 
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forget to obſerve, that as the Caſe he puts is del 
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realous in expelling a Member, tar what tends to ii 7/ 
Honour ot their glorious Head and Founder, A 2 
becauſe he wou'd not break thro* one of the HD 
bliſhed Laws of his Kingdom, as Britiſh SAααννν ne) 
are when they expel a Man, tor aſſerting that ii 


no Treaſon that is declared by the Lau to be ſo, ¶ e 
is really a ſenſible Diſhonour to their truly excellent *: 
narch, and tor his not complying with what is Jeers 
quired of every Subject, by the Laws of the Lui © 
And thus the Synod are in the Right to puniſh that 
Man tor ſpeaking Truth, and ſtanding by the L . | 


ot the Kingdom of Chriſt ; becauſe the Parliam 
may puniſh one for being miſtaken, and reful 
Obedience to their Laws. But after all, I muſtr 


are 
Wl, 
ut in 
aug 
ubjec 
$to b 
vil, & 


edly fictitious, ſo the good Reaſon he pretends toli 
for believing the Oaths won d be tender'd upon i 
no other than a ſtrong Impulſe of his Zeal. 
there can be no Inſtance given, where any Ml 


of Parliament was ſerved in this manner, and! 12 
Oaths put to him a ſecend time, upon any M ** 
meanour, or Suſpicion of Diſloyalty. And tis et 
odds, if that howourable Body wou'd not think! ung 
high Reflection on their Wiſdom, to have aryl by 1 
thing ſuppoſed of them. But be that as it w ona 
have ſhown his Parallel isnothing but the ram 4 1 
of an ungovern'd Fancy. and quite foreign do! — l 
Caſe with the Synod. 3 
7 


* He comes next to give the finiſhing Strobe 
his Deſence of theSynod's Method with me, ly. ſurge" 


<< 


* BEFORE I finiſh my Defence of the SYNOD's Method 
Mr. Nevin, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few Thoughts on the ſacred S re, 
LORD's putting the Queſtion three times to Pete, 1” 2 dit 
me ?) which Peter anſwer'd, as often as the Queſtion als ITY 
him, Fohwxxi. 15, 16. Where obſerves 
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v Thowghts on the Jacred Story of our Lord's putting 
|» Queſtion three times to Peter, Oc. John xxi. 15, 16. 
tore I enter upon this new Sett of few Thoughts, 
may be adviſable, conſidering what a grave Ge- 
ration I have to do with, and how fand they are 
repreſent me as treating important Subjects without 
at Seriouſueſs aud Gravity that becomes a Goſpel Mi- 
lter, to cut off all Handle of this Kind, by put» 
(gem in mind, that if I treat what is really ſacred 
that Story, with a becoming Deference and Re- 
ud, I may well be allo vd to treat with all the 
orce and Edge of Ridicule, ſuch of his few Thoughts 
ue evidently ſuggeſted by a feveriſh intemperate 
al, and have no manner of Exiſtance any where 
ut in his own Imagination, and the ſurprizing 
Iraught he has given us of it's Pörkings on this 
ubject, Tho' after all I may pleaſe rhem ſo far, 
to be ſomewhat graver than uſual on this Occa- 
on, even at the Hazard of being thought here 
Il and formal. r 
Bor I appeal to the graveſt of them all, if there 
e not a great Temptation laid my way at his firſt 
ting out, when from that forecited Text, he calls 
don us to obſerve what there is not the leaſt Hint 
c Intimation of in that Paſſage of holy Writ. It 
indeed true in Fact, that Peter gave Offence in de- 
Jing his Maſter, and wept bitterly for it, but how 
re can obſerye ir, where there is nothing of it to be 
vnd, is a Secret never to be found by any, XL 
uch 


* 
19 


n 


* Firſt, The Apoſtle had given Offene, indenying his Maſter, and 

m emoyed the Offence, in the Sight of God, by his bitter weeping 

þ ncere Repentance, before the Queſtions under our Eye in the 

50 Texts were ask d. conſequently he was innocent, and receiv d 

bt —oamunion with God, even when this Inquiſition (as ſome 
d to call this method of converſing) was held upon him. 
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ſuch as have learned the Miſtery of ſeeing in the 
Scriptures whatever they pleaſe, But tho'I anMp.. 
ſtrangely apprehenſive, this manner of treating the Wor 
ſa rea Oracles, has drawn upon. them all the Cot: 


tot 


vinc 
the 
he A5 
the 


tempt and Ridicule they have often met with, Iſha 
only beg of this Author and his Party, to be a lirtk 
more ſpariug in lettiag che World ſee, that accordin 
to them theſe inſpired Volumes are never to be ut 
derſtood or interpreted as other Books are uſual 
done. While I muſt obſerve in my Turn, thathi 
not only puts upon the Text, matters there is 1 
the leaſt Mention of, but ſurprizing Sulecifms, tt 
ſay no worſe, of what he wou'd have us furthe 
obſerve, that Peter had removed his Offence in t 
Sight of God, by his bitter weepmg, and conſequently u 


= 


il 


innocent. This is a way of expreſſing I dare ſq * 9 
peculiar to this Author, tor Offence when *ris of H 
ſame Import with Scandal or Stumbling-block, oli: 0 
reſpects our Fellow - Chriſtiauns, and repenting, MM },.. 
even, in our modern Ecciefaſtic Stile, giving dino. 
faction tor an Offence, can in no Confiſtency wile... 
the Propriety ot Language, or with Fruth, be ſa⸗ 1d 00 


to make an Offender innocent. So great is the 
fortune of Party-writert, that while they wol 
preſs the Scriptures to their Service, that they mal 
them molt unmercifully, and fer them at Varit 
with the plaineſt Truths, and even ſome times wil 
fuch as they wou'd be thought to defend.” Of ve 
we have a gharing Inſtance, in his ſecond Oh 
What he ſays of our. Lord's not asking theſe 24 
. 2 


* — * 


- — — —— 
* 27, OUR LORD did not ask theſe Queſtions for þ 


7 ; | n 
own Information, for he needed not that any ſhould rfl * 
Man for he knew what was in Man, John ii 25. 4 c 


act a5 GOD in this matter, but as MEDIATOR, and Nn 


. 
ha Hons for bis own Information is paſt all Diſpute, & the 
nl Raton he advances from this ſame Evangeliſt's 
Words in another place, is moſt evident and con- 
incing, but he miferably ſtrains, nay contradicts 
the Paſſage under his Eye, when he adds, nor does 
ke a a+ God in this Matter, but as Mediator and Head 
f the Church. Now it this be not writing unguard- 
|, I won't ſay in the looſe way of this Author's 
expreſſing himſelf, of the Doctrine of the Trinity, but 
the Deity of our bleſſed Lord, I ſhall leave to the 
puicrous Elders themſelves. If they will but attend 
d theſe two Things. 1 That the Apoſtle in the 
7 v. aſcribes abſolute Omniſcience or unlimited 
knowledge of all things, and the direct Intuition or 
muledge of his Heart to him, on this very Qcca- 
on; Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that 
ne thee ; and the Reaſon this Author gives for 
$ Obſervation, plainly amounts to the ſame, for 
knew what was in Man: And yet after this, to 
Mounce in ſuch a peremptory way, nor does he 
to; GOD in this Matter, betrays ſuch Ignorance 
hd Weakneſs, as mult ſtrike every one of the leaſt 
tlcftion with a ſenſible Concern. What: is the 
WMumnent for our Saviour's having Divine, Infinite 
eteftions founded on, his knowing the Hearts of 
len to, be given up at once in ſuch a Manner ? 
n he have no need that any ſhou'd e2/tify to him 
Mun; and yet not af as God in this Matter? 
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* he is now ſending out his Diſciples, te teach and rule his 
= when he was to aſcend on high, and to beno more perſonal 
1 em in the World: He here leaves them an Example, which 
ud think a Chriſtian Iudicature may imitate, yea, ought to 


in enquiring one of another, the Sincerity of their Faith, or 


ſe, I apprehend 2 Conformi 74 
| , mity to Chriſt's Example ſhould not 
imoully repreſented. ** 
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9 
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How pleaſing will it be to the Arians, to obſer 
this great Stickler for Orthodoxj, aſſerting this Know 
ledge may be exerciſed by him, and not as GOD 
ani conſequently may be attributed to him, tho 
no more than a moſt glorious ſuper-eminent Crez 
ture? What Triumphs wou'd the learned Commit 
have made, if they cou'd have ſpied any ſuc 
warping towards Hereſy in my poor innocent Let 
der. | 
AND in the 2d place, is any thing more plai 
than that he roundly aſſerts, that wherever 0 
Lord acts as Mediator and Head of the Church, he d 
not act as GOD, tor he {ets theſe in direct Qppoſitia 
> 0 another. Now this is not only contrary to th 
chrrent Strain of orthodox Writers, but ſaps mal 
of their Arguments for our Saviour's Diyiniy 
eſpecially ſuch as they draw from thoſe parts of hi 
Mediation, which cou'd be perform'd by no eth 
than a divine Intelligence, endued with infinite Powe 
and a thorough perfect Inſpection of all things. 4 
is it not demoliſhing all theſe Arguments, to ſi 
poſe it as 4 Point clear and plain, that our Lot 
does not a as GOD, when he atts as Medzatir 4 
Head of the Church? Will it be any Relief to 
thodoxy mangled at ſuch a Rate, .tho* when 
ſneering Adverſaries may ſay, what are theſe uon 
in thine hands, it can anſwer as the falſe Propii 
theſe with which 1 was wounded in the Houſe 
Friends ? Is the flaming Zeal of ſome ſo blind, f 
ſuch dangerous Opinions fo openly vented, f 
eſcape all Obſervation and Cenſure ? Or is it 
prudent to overlook the Miſtakes of ſo good 
Well-wifher to the Cauſe, and let his other 
attone for theſe rafþ and unguarded Aſſertions? 8 
have they any lucky Diſtin&ion to reconcile d 
he advances on this Head, to what is _ 1 
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Walogy of Faith, and the Principles of Catholic O.- 
dx)? Or muſt we believe the Man meant very 
oneltly, but that theſe icio Errors unawares 
rept into the Mouth of his Pen? Hard Fate! 
hen ſome muſt be branded as Hereticks for under- 
anding, and being able to defend the great Myſte+ 
of Faith, when others may utter and publiſh 


[ 
) 
0 
4 


| 
# 


bout them. 
Bur perhaps with ſome the trueſt excuſe will 
e, that his repreſenting the Caſe in this Manger, 
eres the good purpoſe of enlarging the Pouer of 
hriſtian Judicatures. But they will find them 
dves ſadly out, when his Argument will apppear 
Wounded on a dangerous, palpable Error, tho' atl 
eſaid before had been perfectly right. For all 
is Reaſoning turns on this ſingle Point, that 
kcauſe our Lord © ated as Mediator and Head of 
the Church, is now ſending out his Diſciples, to teach aud 
rule his Church, he here leaves them an Example, 
which one wou'd think a Chriſtian Judicature may i- 
mitate, yea ought to follow &c. Now is it not rare 
Doctrine out of the Mouth of a Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
lat whatever Chriſt acted as Mediator and Head 
the Church, when he was ſending out his Diſciples, 
therein left em an Example, which a Ch::iſtian Ju- 
ature may and ought to follow. And by this Rule 
/ WE Chriſtian judicature may inſtitute Sacraments, for 
en it was he commanded his Diſciples to baptize 
Nations; and employ their Miſſionaries to 
rech whatever they command them, for ſo our Lord 
* this Occaſion, inſtructed and authoriz'd his 
Diſeiples. And herein ir is certain that he afed as 
Mediator and Head of the Church, tho“ J won't ſay 


be 


ah this Author, he did not act as God. 
Bur 


ith Safety, the groſſeſt and molt ignorant Blunders 
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Bur ſtill 'tis worth obſerving futther, how he 
ſtretcnes the Example beyond any thing, which i 
contain'd in the Truth of the Fact. For if our 
Lord enquires into Peter's Love, with this Writer 2 
Chriſtiau Fudicature may aud onght to enquire one i 
another, the Simcerity of their Faith or Love. And thus 
Faith aud Love muſt be brought into the Church's 
Enquiry; becauſe our Lord as Mediator thought ft 
to enquire into the Love of one of his Diſciple 


Bur ſure if in this Chriſt It us an Example, uu ©: 
we may and ought to follow, there can be no lonact nee 
any Doubt made. If the ſtrict Idependents were es f 
in the right, to inſiſt upon evident Signs of men! ' I. 
neu Birth and Converſion, as the only Foundatiol ere | 
of Church Communion. For ſure the Sincerity L 
amounts to no leſs ; And it this be an Example far K 
our Imitation, it will fully juſtify their Scheme d 5 
Church Memberſhip, tho* a Judic al Enquiry into '* = 
Man's Faith, when he ſtands in Judgment can't i +: 
ceive the leaſt Countenance from it. I can tel 4 g 
him, where a pretended Conformity to Chrilts tl 
Example acting as Mediator and Head of the Chu 105 by 
is repreſented no leſs than Blaſphemous ; And it's 10 n 
plainly infamous under the pretence of his Exam ws 
to invade his Prerogative, and counteract his eli il 8 | 
bliſh'd Laws. And whether this be the Caſe dl 4 1 F 
the Author and his Party in more Inſtances that 2 N 
mine, is in Judgement with the World. It he had & 
hit upon an Example that was any way parallel r 3 
mine, he muſt make out their Right to imitate 10 4 
follow it, by ſome other Argument chan his aff ke 
as Mediaior and Head of the Church. For in mall ep u 
Caſes that will be a good unanſwerable Reach i ford. 
why none may or oug ht to follow it. ; ith his 
H1s 3d Obſervation is by way of Inference, 4 Mes Ser 


which he ſays is rational; we have found his 4 9 


* 


( 7h» 5 


f Nature on a former Appeal he makes to it, to 
e the Reverſe of every Man's elſe; and it is great 
ads but what with him paſles tor rational, is all 
prer Chimerical and abſurd ; as will appear by 
king it in Pieces, and obſerving the ſeveral 
range Miſtakes and groundleſs Suppoſitions he 
as heap'd together in this his rational Inference. 

nd 
His raking upon him to determine and limit 
te Deſign of our Lord in propoſing the Jame Queſtion 
hree times, is not very rational; When the Vie he 
xs for him, ſeems not very reconcilibie cither 
0 Truth or Prudence. For what Reaton can 
here be to ſuppoſe that this was done july to ſaris- 
the Diſciples, or that they had taken Offence at Heter? 
his was now the third time that jeſus ſhewed 
mſclfro his Diſciples, after that he was riſen from 
be Dead; and it appears certain of Matter of 
a&, that Peter was all along in the Society of 
is Brechren ; and there is not the leaſt Hint that 
wer they ſcrupled Communion with him, or needed 
ode more fully ſatisfied, than they were already. Ir is 
robable they had heard, how brtterly he wept for 
knying his Lord; he ſhew'd himſelf as zealous as 
ny ot them, to diſcover the Certainty of Chriſt's 
ang riſen again, and had a particular Viſion of 
mn, before he appear'd to the Diſciples in general, 
Men he was alſo preſent. What imaginable 
ound can there then be, to ſuppoſe that Men who 
Pere conſcious to their own Cowardice, and more 
uly deſerting of their Lord, ſhou'd be ſo ſcrupulotis 
b to want fuller Satisfaction in Peter's Caſe, and 
ep up their Offence againſt him, after they had 
er ſome time join'd and continued in Communion 
dich him 2 So that if we may judge of the Diſ- 
Mes Sentiments by their Practice; it can no way 
conſiſt 


] 


conſiſt with the IL ruth of the Fact as it appez fte of 
to us; But this is yet more remarkably ſo in h eth 
allerting theſe Qreſt:ons to be propos'd, ful) 1 * 

wen 


710% other Chriſtians beſides the Diſciples, who h 


allo talen Offence at Peter. Now *tis hard to H wel 
who thele Chriſtians were; it is plain from v. "19! 
of this Chap. that none were with Peter, but SIA 
other Diſciples, when our Lord propoſs'd and th. 
repeated the fame Queſtion to him. But if ie h 


catio; 
om 0 
have 


pretcnded, that alſent Chriſtians might hear of i 
Affair, and ſo be uh ſatisfied. Yer it ſhou d! 
remember'd, that to reconcile the Deſign he fon 
for our blefled Lord, to his State of the Caſe, th 
mult be ſuch as had taken Offence at Peter; 1 
how he will make it appear there were any {ut 
mult be left to his after Thought and Enquini 
And if he can't find out other Chriſtians, beſi 
the Diſciples, who had alſo taken Offence, and wid 
our Lord deſign'd july to ſatisfy, by holding 


Inquiſition (as this Author teaches us to call 0 in d 
Lord's propofing theſe Queſtions) · upon Peter, his WM"? bis 
tional Inſerence will appear to be made without 1 a 
Truth as the Ground and Foundation of it. aith a; 

Ann if we examine further into the Extent et + 
the Deſign, he wou'd infer our Lord had in utter] 
Method of converſing, it will perhaps be as digg Era 
to account for the Prudence of it, as the Tuer o 
the Facts, when he roundly pronounces, that ſari 
Lord's Deſign was full to ſatisfy the Diſciples . © 
* ther Cbriſtians, that thereby he might qualify fe i his 
© for feeding his Sheep and Lambs, which he con end al 
© to their Edification, until they were ful ſatiiſ ® 1 cou 
* the Sincerity of his Faith and Love . Iſt, Then 15 „fu 
this Principle, how con'd our Lord be juſt 3 
in employing any to preach his Kingdom, wid = 


he knew to be #yfncere, as he evidently did 7 


[ 


aſe of Judas, or who had given Offence to their 
rethren by their Fear aud Cowardice, and yet had 
at obliged them by the like Method fully to ſatis- 
weak Chriſtiaus, who might be offended at them 
well as at Peter? For according to this Author 
ithout this they cou'd not feed his Sheep aud Lambs 


, 
40 


li 


meir Edifecation, And is it conſiſtent with Pru— 
ace to reflect upon his own former Conduct or 
ew himſelf partial by inſiſting on that as a Qua- 
cation in one Diſciple, which he did not require 
om others, who yet had given very juſt Occation 
have their Sncerity queſtion'd as well as his. 24h 
an it be thought adviſeable to make that a ne- 
lary Qualification for feeding Chriſt's Sheep to their 
ifcation, which neither his Sheep nor Lambs, are 
oper Judges of? For ſuch they ſurely are not of 
he Sincerity of their Faith and Love, who yet may 
ed 'em to their Edification. Is this Deſign of our 
ord then to be drawn into Precedent, and eſtar 
liſh'd as an invariable Rule to gualify any for fee- 
mg his Sheep to their Edification, that they muſt fully 
ig all they hope to edify, of the Sincerity of their 
ut h and Love ? Is it becoming the Wildom of the 
eat Head of the Church, to lay down à Rule, that 
utterly impracticable, and to {et his Followers 
Example, which will never anſwer the End? 
or ſo it is moſt evidently, if his Deſign was fully 
 [atisfy offended Chriſtians, of the Sincerity of Peter's 
ath and Love, as the only way to qualify him for feed- 
Ig his Sheep to their Edification, when tis plain be- 
ond all Contradiction, that in no after Caſes 
ly cou d be qualified in this manner, or by this Me- 
Kod, ful ſatisfy others of the Sincerity of their Faith 
kd Love, For *tis well known that full and direct 
nſwers, to the moſt ſearching and pointed Queſ- 
Att are far from _ ſure and certain * | 
2 Oo 
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of the Sincerity of a Man's Faith and Love. Ma 5; 
will and do proteſs and ſubſcribe what they hei j; 
tate about, aud canuot bring themſelves to belicrMrzin 
at all. Aud now let every oue conſider what Hoe. 
nor hs docs our Lord, by bringing him in as jubMye 
ing it the beſt Expedient io anſuer this End of ſatihu are 
others ot the Sncerity of Faith aud Love, that he um 
trfy the vincerity of his Faith with his own or be 
For whoever thought or found teſtifying out of on'Wiltie n 


Mouth, the beſt expedient to ſatisfy others of Since 
in any Cale ? is not this often by Experience d 
cover to be a deceitful Meaſure to try it by? | 
nog this as caſy tor Hypocrites as Men ot Integrit) 
Aud who is able to judge by this, where Sincent 
15, and where it is wanting? Does not our Lol 
direct us to other Mcaſures, when he tells us, 
their Fruits ye ſhall know them, Matth. by 
ttill he confirms it by moſt admirable Reaſouing 
when he urges, that our Lord judg'd this the l 


lt /. 
yhic 
poſe 
ur / 
decret 
jt AG 
wiſe he 
omet! 


Expedient, cgreeable to what the Holy Ghoſt teac © 
Rom. x 10. aid with the Mouth Confeſſion is made uit 3h, | 
Salvation. A rare Specimen of his great Dextann 2 
rity in applying Scripture. For if he be fo uh 
as to meet with one Word in a Text to chu 
with his Deſign, he lays hold upon it, and witnoue full 

n Reoard r, . : , f the {acred * LOR 
any Regard to the Scope and View © 10 that 
Penman, he ſtraiglit applies it to his Purpoſe, a Preeable 
with great Aſſurance triumphs in it, as a clear br 
ſolid Proof of what he aſſerts. But the work q . * 
a'! is yet behind, when with ſurprizing Par ithour p 
he thus preſcribes and dictates to our bleſe1 9" tie x, 
our When with ſo much Aſſurance he en * 
that if our Bleſſed Lord © had not judged this theb Haug 
* Expedient to anfeer his End, namely to quali N 25 the 


/ 


* for feeding his Sheep and Lambs, by ſatisfying den " 


- TC, Fx . 1 ; 
* zo the Stecerityof bis Faith and Love, that * 


Mo 
Fucerity of his Faith with his own Mouth, he otherwiſe 


rain Man, cou'd not the Hord of God that lightneth 
aery Man that cometh into the World, and in uhom 
ie hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
have other Views, Motives, Reaſons and Deſigns, 
u making this his Buſineſs, than he cou'd dive into 
or be able to diſcover ? Muſt the fingle End and 
the notable Expedient for anſwering it, which this 


rich cou'd make it proper for our Lord to pro- 
poſe and repeat this Queſtion ? Did he underſtand 
ur Lord's Buſineſs ſo well, as to enter into all the 
Secrets of it, and be able to point ont the Springs 
Action in ſuch a Mannner as to declare, other- 
uiſe he bad no Buſineſ to engage in it. There is 
omething ſo ſhocking in this Way of treating our 

Bleſſed 


11 IT is Rational to INF E RR, That the Deſign of out 
VRD, in propoſing the ſame Queſtion three times, was fully 
dlatisfy the Diſciples, and other Chriſtians, who had taken Offence 
peter, that thereby he might Quality him for Feeding his Sheep 
Lambs, which he could not do to their Edification, until they 
re fully Gatisfied, as to the Sincerity of his Faith and Love: And 


nd, that he teſtify the Sincerity of his Faith with his own Mouth : 
reale to what the Holy Ghoſt Teacheth, Ram. x. 10. With the 


made unto Salvation; other wi e he had no buſineſs to catechiſe 
r, he might have given him a Certificate, and told the Diſciples, 
bout propoſing theſe Queſtions to him, that Peter was as Sound 
the Faith, as any among them; though he had deny'd him 
©: He was fatisfied he had ſincerely repented of his Sin, and 
"8 he had forgiven him, and received him into Communion, 
a Wght not to ſcruple keeping Com munion with him, and takin 
ha Brother and Paſtor : But in my humble Opinion, our 
lo des thus deal with weak Chriſtians, vhen he requires a three 
ee li of the fame Truth, whereby we are taught, 


© ad uo Bufineſs to CATE CHISE Peter. What! 


thor has ſo luckily hit upon, be the only one 


* LORD appears to judge it the beſt Expedient to anſwer this 


Kart Man Believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Month Confeſſion, 


78 | 

Bleſſed Lord, that it is ſcarce to be repreſented by 
all the Power of Words, and muſt be left to eyery 
one's own Apprehenſion, who have any true Col. 
cern tor the Honor of our Lord Redeemer, But 
it is yet more provoking, it we obſerve what 
ſtrange Conduct this Myiter imputes to him, whin 
all the Chur ches know to be the Searcher of the Reins 
and of the Heart, © that he judged it the beſt Expedita 
* to ſattsfy his Sheep and Lambs of the Sincerity of be. 
* ter's Fuith aud Love, by requiring him ro 1000 
© the Sincerity of his Faith out of his own Mouth, as\| 
the teſtifying out of his oun Mouth, the Sincerity of hi 
Faith, cou'd ſhow the Sincerity of his Faith aw 
Love too, when he did not mention one Woll 
about teſtihing his Faith at all. And what cou! 
ſuggeſt it in this Hurry of his few Thoughts to cal 
this a catechifing Peter? Was it to make it pal 
more current, that theſe Queſtions related to Mit 
ters of Faith? Or muſt every Queſtion and Anſut 
come under that general Name, becauſe Catechiſ 
are all caſt into that Form? Or is it from the pre 
vailing Apprehenſions People now entertain 
the common Method among us, that Catechiſ 
has ſomething frightful and terrible in it, and 'l 
juſt a taking them to task, and chaſtifing them 9 
cramp and kittle Queflions ? | 
Bor it muſt not be forgot, that he confirms! 
by a moſt extraordinary Diſcovery, * that if U 
did not judge it the beſt Expedient to ſatisfy bis 91 
© and Lambs of the Sincerity of Peter's Faith and 1 
< by requiring him to teſtify out of his own Month" 
* Sincerity of his Faith, when he as d him, Peter 
% me ! he otherwiſe had no Bufineſs to C4 ' 
CHISE his Diſciple, as he did, © for he might 61 
* given him a CERTIFIC ATE, not in 
ing indeed, for he adds, © and 1014 the DIY 


6 n 


| (8 1 | 

without propoſing theſe Queſtions to him, that Peter 
was as ſound in the Fauh as any among them. It is 

> kind ot Elegance to be admired in Authors, when 
ey ſuit their Stile to the Occaſion ; and it is cer- 
ay a ſÞining Beauty in this Mriter, that when he 
"; finiſhing his Defence of a Presbyterian Synod, he ex- 
weſſes himſelf in a Strain familiar to them: And 
therefore when he is ſo free with the infinitely wiſe 
nd unerring Head of the Church, as to preſcribe 
borter and more effectual Method, for ſatisfying 
"+: Diſciples and other Chriſtians, of the Sincerity of 
- Faith and Love, if be had not judged it the beſt 
xpedient to anſwer this End, that he teſtify the Since- 
Wit; of his Faith with his own Mouth, he expreſſes it 
I) ging him a CERTIFICATE , when yet 
In the very next Words, it amounted to no more 
han telling bis Diſciples, that Peter was ſound in the 
Faith, and who wou'd not be charm'd with ſuch 
"ME copricty of Language, and ſuch cloſe and clear 
1" eaſoning 2 There is ſomething very imitable in 


vis way of writing, and outdoes any thing in the 
d that ever has appear'd before. But ſtill there 
11 $ lomething odd in this Certificate, which he ſup- 


es our Lord »:jght have given, viz. that he ſhou'd 
1 "OY tt! bis Diſciples he was ſatisfied Peter had fincerely re- 
bented, and ſeeing he had forgiven him, and received 

i bim into Communion, they ought not to ſcruple keeping 
Communion with him, and taking him as their Bro- 
„n Paſtor.” For cou'd he by any Certifi. ate 
1 pave more fully declared this, than by his conſtant 
kractice, in allowing Peter as free and intimate In- 
Ficourſe with him from his firſt riſing from the 
head, as any other of the Diſciples ? What need was 
lere for his telling the Diſciples what they ſo plainly 


I they ſerupled Communion with him, when he was 
always 


d frequently ſaw 2 What Ground is there to ſup- 


80 
always found in their Fellowſhip and Compar 
whenever our Lord had appear d unto them?! 
this had been otherwiſe, there might be ſome Re 
{on for our Lord's telling his Diſciples they ought ui 
ſcruple taking him as their Brother, but it is hardy 
conceive that our Lord ſhou'd tell his Diſciples,t 
ought not to ſcruple taking him as their Paſtor, unl: 
we Can ſuppoſe, with the Friends of Hrerarchy, th 
Peter was the Head and Ruler ot the Apoſtolate. Fi 
as there were none but Apoſtles preſent, ſo th 
Certificate is by the Writer himſelf ſuppos'd to 
given only #0 the Diſciples, and not his other fen 
Chriſtians, and yet Peter by our Lord's Authority 
was to be taken by them as their Brother and Pat 
And yet after all, his concluding humble Opinim 
as extraordinary as any thing he has ſuggeſted 
his few Thoughts, when he adds, our LORD 
thus deal with weak Chriſtians, when he requitt 

. threefold Confeſſion of the ſame Truth. What the N. 
ſure is his THUS refers to, is not caſy to finde 


0 thi 


Is it by asking them as he did Peter, if they En of 
him, that he required a threefold Confeſſion Ft mig: 
Truth? Or does it import that as our Lord PB this 
pos'd this Queſtion thrice to Peter, loveſ! thou Mich 
as the beſt Expedient to qualify him for feeding his A Fait 


and Lambs, that he might teſtify the Sincerin | 
Faith, with his own Mouth, ſo to ſatisfy weak CH 
ens, our Lord requires a threefold Confeſſion of theſ 
Truth ? But then it muſt be ſhown our Lord d 
require in any Inſtance a threefold Confeſſion 9! 
Jame Truth; and he will be an obſtinate Man inde 
that won't ſubmit to his dealing thus with weak 
_ tians. But then his Authority requiring it * 
very plain; If they had any ſuch Warrant from) 
.in my Caſe, why was it not produc'd and 1 
Or muſt we take it for granted, that what 


reſ# 


81 
ire, I E does allo require, and make it his AR 
ad Deed ? Are they his Ambaſſadors and Deputies 
ſuch an abſolute and unlimited Senſe ? And is it 
Conformity to this Example, that ſome flaming 
ulſcribers have given a threefold Subſcription to the 
wfeſſion, in our late times of Confuſion ? It is very 
lind, this Author has not received their Thanks 
the moſt public Manner, for finding out this 
recedent, to juſtify all the repeated Subſcriptions 

at have been gone into. 

Bur as little as this Story is to his Purpoſe, 
e muſt not overlook theſe excellent Leſſons he 
raws from it, to bring the matter fully home to the 
wd's Method with me. 

Ir were no caſy matter to apprehend how we 
bou'd be taught, by our Lord's asking Peter, if he 
vd him, that "tis ne Sin to ask a fincere Goſpel Mi- 
ſer, to give a repeated Confeſſion of his Faith ; It we 
ad nor learnt from this able Interpreter of Scripture, 
at making a Profeſſion of Love, and giving a Con- 
ſion of Faith, is one and the ſame thing. And tis 
mighty Loſs to the World ſurely, that the Rules 

this divine Cabala are not {et in a clear Light, by 

Mich we might underſtand how to make Love paſs 
r Faith in the ſacred Writings, and change the 
Drious Senſe of them in ſuch a manner, that we 
n prove out of them whatever we pleaſe, tho' in 
le place we adduce, there does not ſeem to be one 

od to the purpoſe. * if his only Intent be in 

” nn 
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Fit, That it is no Sintoask a ſincere Goſpel Miniſter, (whe 
n Communion with God, ) to give a repeated Confeſſion of his 
Wt, nor does ſuch a Demand, argue want of Love to the Perſon, 
45 to give an Account of his Faith, for CHRIS T loved Peter 
et, nar doe is unt rhe Qin infer F E E R's 


„ we 
this wiſe Inſtruction he ſuggeits to his Reader, thi 
a Demand of a repeated Confeſſion of Faith, is as co 
ſiſtent with true Affection and Eſteem, as a repent 
. Jaquiry into a perſon's Love, which yet our Saut 
did in Peter's Cale, whom in the mean time accy 
ding to this Author's homely Stile he loved uellenu 
Every one mult ſee there is no manner of Force 
this Argument, for defending the Synod's Mah 
with me, unleſs I had in as groſs and open a ni 
fallen from the Faith, as Peter did from the Low 
his Maſter. And whenever they prove that: 
Temptation or Fear of Men made me do fo, If 
be eaſily ſatisfied that a Demand of a repeated 
feſſion of Faith, as often as they pleaſe, will net ar 
want of Love. But whien ſuch a Demand was mit 
without any juſt Occaſion, and in Circumltand 
which they knew at the time, in my Apprehenli 
made it a formal and unrighteous Inquifition,this cl 
ly argued not only want of Love, but a manifeſt 
ſign, either to make me break thro? the Convial 
of my own mind, or quite overwhelm me, by! 
Torrent of their Authority, and raging Jealoul 3 
And therefore tho repeating the Queſtion did u 
fer Peter's Infincerity, yet let every one judge? 
Demand of a repeated Confeſſion of Faith in theſe ( 
cumſtances from me, did not infer ſome Hopes 
ſhaking my Sincerity, and if complying with 
Demand, wou'd not have inferr'd the groſſeſ "WM: to £1 
molt ſpeaking Inſincerity. So that all I need 7 Pugh his 
in Reply to his profound Vnſtruction he offers i 
4 place, is to put him in Mind, that he 5 to all 
prove ꝰ the Queſtion put to me, was 45 fair a 


Foy! 1 87 een 2 ws Cha 


* 2dly, That an honeſt Goſpel Miniſter, will not ped 4 
fver a fair Queſtion, again and again, when bis Anſwer ma) 
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& juſt and ſeaſonable, and that the Anſwer to it in 


ther in Guilt or Danger, which, it he thinks at 
ll of the Subject he is writing upon, he mult know 
as not poſſibly to be ſuppoſed of the Queſtion pro- 
os'd to me, | | 

Bu r on his third I muſt be more particular, and 
all obſerve in the firſt place, that he has without 
iy Shadow of Reaſon taken it for granted, that 
eſe Queſtions were repeated to Peter in the Ex- 
wiſe of Diſcipline. And ſecondly, that if this was 
ally the Caſe, his way of ſtaring it quite over- 
ms all the eſtabliſhed Methods of D/ſcipline among 
For by this Example it wou'd be plain, that 
kandalous Perſon may be continued in the Society 
the Faithful, before he make Satisfaction for his 
fence ; for *tis undeniable that Peter was dealt 


tour Lord's appearing, he is catechis'd at this rate, 
Id all along had been in the Fellowſhip and Com- 
union of his Brethren ; nay, it wou'd fotlow from 
way of reaſoning, that a Scandal never ſo great, 


oF fo public, might be ſatisficd for before a very 
: L 2 PEW ; 
EE 
1 


: 0 Chriſtians, that may entertain Scruples againſt him; even 
_ rr will bear him out in the Eye of an Om- 


1, THE Edification of Souls was dear to CHRIST, and will 
" n all his faithful Servants, in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; for al- 
5 Peter might have objected, that his anſwering theſe Queſti- 
5 4 publickly,would revive a bury'd Scandal, and render his future 
— — yet our LORD thought them neceſſary, aud that 
the News ork 1 ſuffer, by his confeſſing once and again, 
| ore he ask'd hi : 
lin Sentiment ofs So fr] d him any Queſtion ) to have been the 


that put by our Lord to Peter; for I muſt obſerve 
him, that a fair Queſtion always ſuppoſes it to 


e preſent Scituation, will not involve a Man 


Ith in this manner, if now only at the third time 
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of yet? Will this mighty Man for Government el 
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FEW ; for theſe Sehon were ask'd, when ol Way 
SIX other Diſciples were preſent ; and .not on| Chri 
theſe, but other Chriſtians, neither preſent nor ye iaſta 
converted, mult be fully ſqrisfied thereby; if he bg. 
comply with this bet of Expedients, namely, Mast, 
teſtifying the Sincerity of his Faith with bis own Moutl doing 
and again by the Objettion he ſuppoſes Peter mig ch; 
have mace, againſt anſwering theſe Queſtions ſo Hl hac 
lickly, viz. by Break of Day, on a retired Shore, an 
before no leſs than SIX of lis Fellow«Diſciples, it mu Occ⸗ 
plainly appear, that the moſt heinous and notoM} #* 
ous Scandal, may be buried ſo far, in leſs than Mace, 
Fortuight's time, that inſiſting on Satisfaction for Lora, 
after that, wou'd be a reviving buried Scandal to th way: 
Degree, as to render a Man's future Labours ue me of 
and wou'd not this make ſhort Work of the Exon th; 
ciſe of Diſcipliae, and cramp the Power of Wand ti 
Church beyond avy Scheme that has been thou been « 
« proj 
Yreat 
bo do 
derato; 


be able to make amends for condemning int 
manner, the whole Proceſs of our uſual Diſciptint 
Bur ſo it is, that thoſe who are ſo unlearued aul: 


ſtable, as to ureſt tle Scriptures, for any particuPrece, 
Purpoſe, do ſo, often unawares to the Deſtrutti WM Man. 
their own favourite Schemes and Principles. A they a. 


I ſhall leave it to the Reader to judge, whethel who u 
is out of Ignorance or Deſign, he-calls-P4 be wa 
peated declaring his Love to his Maſter, a confeſſnt cConſide 
and again, what Chriſt knew (before he ask d hin and he 


Oueſtion, tho' herein he did not act as God) to By the 
been the fincere Sentiment of hit Soul. Without D 
turn of Expreſſion, however ſtrain'd and impe bim, a, 
nent, it is plain there con'd have been no ma £0 
of Countenance given to the Snod's Method wi 

And when any obſerve that confeſſing once aud | "I 
what was the fincere Sentiment of His Soul, is the 47%), 
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lyMWway of paraphraſing Peter's profeſſion of his Love to 
60%, they will at once diſcover how efteRually this 
Mloſtance juſtifies the Snodꝰs Reſentment of the ill Uſage 
ue cove them, in their requiring me to give a Confeſſion of 
Math, when they perfectly knew, I look'd upon 
oing it at the time, to be obeying Man rather than 
cd; and they had the molt unconteſted Evidence, 
vl had not the leaſt Scruple to confeſs the particular 
% they pitched upon, on any proper, or other 
Occaſion. Co. on RE. 
Wau r he ſays we are hence taught in the next 
ore, proceeds on the fame Suppoſition, that our 
ed catechiſing Peter in this manner, was in the 
a way. and Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; for here he repreſents 
ae ofe2ded as Judges, and conſequently there was 
Agen this Occaſion a formal Judicature, with Judges, 
ad the offending Party before them. And it he had 
been quick enough to purſue his own Thought to 
proper Length, he might have obſerved that the 
Mer Head of the Church preſided in this Tryal, and 
ro doubt ſuſtain'd the Character and Part of Mo- 
(rator in it; and ſo might have ſhewn from this 
Irecedent, that a Miniſter might be brought, prima 
litantia, before the ſupreme Judicature; and that 
they are proper Judges what may be edifying to any 
Who were, or might hereafter be offended. But ſeeing 
he was not ſo lucky to hit off this Thought, let us 
conſider how he has applied it in Defence of the Synod, 
ad here we meet with ſome ſurprizing Diſcoveries. 
by the offended, he muſt unqueſtionably mean ſuch 
% had taken Offence at Peter, and thoſe according to 
him, are the Diſciples and other Chriſtians, as appears 
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, 260 WE are taught hence, that the offended are Fudge: of what 
hing to themſelyes z and not the Perſon offending, | 
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in his 3d. Obſervation on this Story And they aue 


directly faid ro be Judges. Now whether he ju * 
cludes our LORD in this Number, or only ſup- Lord 
poſes, that he acted as the Mouth of the fende 
and ſpoke their Senſe and Deſign, is not eaſy nn fel 
termine. But he may at his Leiſure conſider wharf” 
Reaſon he had to expteſs himſelf in this manner. on And 
either of theſe Suppoſitions, and if he has not ſpoken mul 
at Random, and in ſomething worſe than an uM" 
guarded way, on ſuch an important Subject. Andif Sruce 
all this were quite oyerlook'd, what Ground is ther 
for any ſuch Igerence, from the Paſſage he has une" 
his Eye? Is there any thing in it, that looks as if the thod 
Diſciples or other Chriſtians, whom he ſuppoſed to be jj End 
ended, had the leaſt Share in putting theſe OueſtinyMl,”" { 
or that there was any View to their being edifel but Þ 
thereby? And pray was there ever ſuch an 1, re 
mited Power granted to Judges, if they happen to july 
be the offended ? For according to his Rule, then 
mult be gratified in whatever they think will be that { 
edih ing to them, and the Perſon ofending has no right 4085 
to judge, whether the Demand made by his offend# = 
Judges, be agreeable to the eſſential Rules of Equity et 
and Chriſtian Diſcipline. e. Nals 
* Bur let us next conſider what he venturs f 
to ſay in the 5th Place from this ſacred Pace uſes, 
and here by his way of thinking, there is a ſhot a 
$i KN Wt 
8 ata J 
* — ans 
» tb, 1 will venture to ſiy from this Giered Paſſage, Ti bad th 
our compaſſionate LORD would not impoſe 'a Paſtor 0n hi n c, 
Sheep, or Lambs, to feed them 4; until he had fully remov's the lea 
Suſpicion of unſoundnels ; for altho' Peter was ſatisfying Ye Coſpe 


and had ſincerely repented; he would have him to give 75 
tion, to thoſe who could not ſearch the Hearts, and 10 f. 
Neins (as he could do) in order to his being a (ucceſsful reach 
er of tis GOSPEL among them. 


a 
Ls 


87 5 
nue of all Scandal ; for ſure if this Conduct of our 
"W1rd's toward his offending: Diſciple, is to be drawn 
mto Precedent by Church Fudicatories, it ought to be 
regarded as a fix d and invariable:Sraudard; and 
they ought not to deviate from it in the leaſt. 
And then the proper & only Queſtion in every Scandal 
nuſt be, if the Offender loves Chriſt, and if by 
anſwering directly, as Peter did, he. - teſtify the 
| Scerity of his. Faith with his un Mouth, this mult 
"Wrcmove the Scandal, and all Suſpition of Unſcundneſs: 
And ſure every open Offender will have an caſy Me- 
thod of giving Satisfattion. ; and there muſt be an 
End of all publick Rebukes and Admonitions. By 
our Lord's Example nothing more is to be done 
but propoſe this Queſtion three Times, and as many 
expreſs and formal Profeſſions of Love to Chriſt, mutt 
fuly ſatisfy as to the Sincerity of Faith and Love. No 
matter if the Apoſtle Paul has eſtabliſhid a Canon 
that ſeems to require ſomething more, and accor- 
ding to him ſuch as Sin before all are to be rebuked 
before all. For this catechiſing of Peter is thought 
lufficient to ſer aſide another Rule of the ſame A- 
poſtle's ; and tho' he has enjoyn'd no Accuſation he 
rmeiv'd againſt an Elder but before tuo or three Mit- 
ſes, yer the propoſing theſe Queſtions, muſt war- 
tant this Method ef converfing, which is by holding 
an Iaquiſition. Bur ſtill this Author will find himſelf 
a a Loſs to make out, that all Chris7's Sheep and 
Lambs on whom this Apoſtle was impoſed as a Paſtor, 
tad the Satisfaction given them, as to know he had 

n catechiſed in this manner. For we have not 
the leaſt Hint of this Matter in any other of the 
olpels, and this one of St. John was not writ 
Ul near the End of Peter's Life. And there is no 
Way left for this Author to ſhow that Satisfaftion 
Wa given to Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs, on whom Peter 


85 
was impoſed a Paſtor by his Maſter's propoſing this Ou 
tion to him, as often as he had denied Jeſus, but to 
ſuppoſe that whenever this Apoſfle ſet himſelf tg 

feed Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs with his heavenly Doc 
trine, he always introduced himſelf with an Ac 
count of his Lord's having catechiſed him, by asking 
him three ſeveral Times if he loved him, and this wou'd 
at once qualify him for being a ſucceſsful Preacher of 
the Goſpel among them. And is it not ſtrange, thi 
among all the Acts of his Life, there ſhou'd bend 
manner of notice taken of what only cou'd qual 
him to feed Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs ? tho? we read 
particularly of his being very ſucceſsful in preachig 
the Goſpel. 

Ax p now at laſt we are come to his concludiꝶ 
Irference, and here it will be ſufficient to camei 
with him in his own Method of holding an Inquiſitid 

as he delights to call all manner of asking Oueſtan 
* bur il! J ſhall offer theſe in the moſt ſubmiſſi 
way. Pray then, where does he find theſe tent 
Conſciences, or what Ground has he to ſuppoſe ben 
in their Hearts they ſcrupled the Sincerity of Pete 
Love ? And again, how does it appear, that oil 
Lord's knowing this, was the Reaſon of asking # 
Queſtion thrice, or that he did it for their Satisfattill 
And unleſs he can give full and ſatisfying Anſueſ 


to this catechiſing, his Iaference has not the 
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6th, ſeeing our Bleſſed LORD does not find Fault * OD wg 
theſe tender Conſcience;, who are ſuppos'd in their Hearts » bf Subj, 
ſcruple the Sincerity of Peter's Love; which our an; tho 
knowing, therefore asks the Queſtion thrice for their Satis : Raming re 
may we not infer, that in our imperfect State we will, "endl NOD, w 
ſcruple communion with Perſons, who may be dear to cure 
communion with God? And yet in our preſenc View mt, bei 
Terms which the Goſpel hath ſet, for our Cormmnionon. ein 


weacannot comfortably communicate with them. 


3 89 
oundation. And the Point is ſtill to be clear'd, 
t indeed what in this imperfett State we will, but 
uy ſcruple, or if ſuch a View of the Terms, ul ich the 
iel hath ſet for our Communion on Earth, be rea- 
able and juſt, that for mere ſcruples about ano- 
het's Sincerity, we cannot comfortably communicate 
th him, tho" for ought we know, he may be dear to, 
ud in communion with God. Wou'd not this make 
e Church a Scene of endleſs Confuſion, and place 
e Chriſtian's Comfort not only on a narrow, but a 
uating Bottom? If every Scruple about the Sincerity 
f a fellow Chriſtian, will juſtify our ſcrupling Com- 
union with him, or rob us of our Comfort, it we don't 
dſolutely refuſe it. 

Bu r however the Reader's Patience may be 
merely tried by wand' ring ſo cloſely after this 


— 


* THUST have laid open the SYNOD's conduct towards Mr 
wm, and given a ſhort Account of that Affair, which Mr. H. 
pretends, has ſo impaired our Reputation, that we will never 

e able to anſwer for our (elves, and I ſubmit this ſhort Vindi- 
tion of the SYNOD, to the Judgement of the impartial. _ 
could have notic'd many unfair Things in Mr. Nevin's prin- 
Defence, ſuch as a Catalogue he gives of the SYNOD, where- 
be has ſet down ſeveral Miniſters as voting for him, who vo- 
ted againſt him; and he has brought in all that were abſent rom 
te Synod as his Friends: And in his way of ſtating the Matter, 
le would have the World to believe, that he was excluded con- 
iche Mind of the preateſt Number of the Miniſters : But 
lie Gentleman had an Opportunity of ſeeing another SYNOD 
ice, and had that Infinuation been true, he had a fair Occaſion 
yen him, of calling his Sentence over again, when the SY - 
NOD was very full, as it was laſt Year. I ſhall ſay no more on 
his Subject, becauſe of a perſonal Love I bear to the Gentle- 
um; tho? 1 cannot but diſlike the Converſation he had at Mr. 
ning'on's, his Letter to Mr. Smith, and Conduct at the SY- 
NOD, which expos'd him to their juſt Cenſure, in whick I 
MCurr'd, and have not yet found Reaſon to alter my judge - 
wet, being determined to act as I did, from the Reaſonsl have 


red in Defence of the Synod. 
M Author 


— 
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Author in all his rambling Fits, his way of winding up this Af 
gives ſucha Sample of his bold aſſerting Facts at Random, with 
any Regard to Truth or Evidence, that there is a plain Necefſity 
following him to his utmoſt Length. Iam content to allow he ce 
have noticed many unfair things in my printed Tryal, if they areallſ 
as the Particular he condeſcends upon. On whom the unfair thin 
that caſe is to becharg'd, if Thave ſet down Miniſters as voting fo 
who voted againſt me, and have brought in all that were abſenth 
the Synod as my Friends, every one will be able Judge, whenhe 
ſerves the Title of that Catalogue of Miniſters he referrs to; w 
runs in theſe Words, A Liſt of che Miniſters who did not joys wthel 
of Excluſion, and will be at the pains to conſider the cautionary 
mark, which is immediately ſubjoyned to that Lift, p.236, andi 
theſe Words. © Ot the above Li ſome had not been preſent in 
« Seſſion of the Synod, ſome had been preſent in every Seſſion 
the laſt whercin 1 was excluded, ſome in fewer, ſome preſe 
the very laſt Seſſion and were ſilent not anſwering their Nu 
vurhen they were calld; ſome were preſent when theexcluding 
tion againſt me was made, and left the Houſe betore it was 
* How many or how few of thoſe, who were abſent, woud 
« voted for denying me Miniſterial Communion, had they bees 
« ſent, Iwill not take upon me to determine; 

This is ſuch a ſurprizing Inſtance of his raſh and heedlel 
of reprelenting the plaineſt matters, that I need be at no pain 
any other Warning, how little Streſs is to be laid on his pe 
Charge, of having it in his Power to notice many ſuch unſari 
tho' he has prepared his Reader to give an eaſy, implicit Aﬀent! 
it, by a ſtrong Profeſſion of perſonal Love. But after ſo ſevett 
home a Thruſt at my Veracity and Candor, I can regard it no d 
wiſe, than as a counter part of Foab's Behaviour to Am, 

ſpoke peaceably to him in the Gate, and ſmote him under the ffi 
I do put him to his Defiance to ſhow any unfair thing, or tw 
juſtly be called fo, by a Perſon of the leaſt Candor and Inge 
I am far from pretending, there are no Overſights or Eſaꝶ 
that Performance. This is a Degree of Sufficiency I perfect) 
to theſe able Men who wou'd have all their Decicons obecl 
the Strength of their Authority. But any wilful Miſrepreleit 
of Facts. I utterly diſclaim, and perhaps may be ſo bold as 
lenge him or any other to produce the leaſt Miſtake, that ten 
make my Cauſe one vrhit the better; for itany Miſtake ſha 4 
upon, and it at the ſame time appears, that it would equal) 
ſer ved my purpoſe to have told the Truth exa#hy as it wa i 
be in Reaſon no great cauſe of Triumph. And this is the e 
with reſpect to all that this kind Aut bor can in reality makes 
an unfair thing to charge upon me. That in the Li 134%" 
Miniſter; who did vot j eyn in the Vore of Exclnſion, 1104) lite, 
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d one or two who wored againſt me. But can it be ſuppoſed 
«this vas done unfairly, or with Deſign either to blacken the 
y that was fo violent againſt me, or to byaſs the Reader to give 
mal judgment in my Favour? Does it alter or any way affect 
ue itate ot the caſe, if one or two more gave Sentence againſt me, 
"| have {et down in the Lift? It either the Perſon or Perſons, hom 
have iajured in this manner, think it their Honor to be known 
Ax World, as concurring in that righteous Fuilgment; or if this 
wor any of the Party imagine the Name or Names which I 
tas miſplaced, will give Weight or Credit to their Cauſe, I 
e myſelt upon any ſatiching Evidence, to acknowlege and 
amy Mftake, in a Poſtſcript I may ſhortly publiſh, againſt that 


or the Appendix, wherein the Proceedings of the Synod in my 
ere further ſupported and defended. And then every one ſhall 
bow empty and groundleſs the Boaſting of this Author is, as it 

ſet down ſeveral Miniſters as voting for me, who voted againſt me. 

NE thing I muſt zake notice of myſyf, which I pretume this 

, ur will not be ready to charge on me as an unfair thing; that 
y do Juſtice to the Character of one who is ſet down in the Liſt 
er, who voted for not allowing me miniſterial Communion, but 
[it the Synod ſome time betore the Vote Was pur, viz. the Rev d. 
James Coghran of Letterkenny Presbytery. I know not but he 
are been abuſed in the ſame manner, as the two Mr. Crafords 
' the calling of whoſe Names in the Roll, ſomein that Aſſembly 
for the Negative of the Dueſtion againſt me, tho" they were 
ty” 242gannon, when the Vote of Excluſion paſs'd, But it was {o 
fore I knew of Mr. Coghran's beingabſent, that I cou'd not 
MF" poſitive Evidence of his Name's being anſwer d to at the cal- 
# the Roll, as I did in the Caſe of the other Gentlemen already 
"ts; and therefore muſt be content to let it paſs for a Miſtake, 

i this Author to make what Advantage he pleaſes of it. 

r tho” 1 may have fully ſatisfied the Judgement of the im- 
al, that it is only a Rant of his Ent huſiaſtic Teal, that in 

Way of Rating the Matter, I wou'd have the World believe, that 
excluded contrary the Mind of the greateſt Number of the 
g in. 1 think it worth while tolay before the World, the 
alons, which hinder'd me from embracing that Oportue 

des I bad of calling my Sentence over again, 1ſt J heard 

the Mouth of very credible Witneſſes, that the profound Mr. 

in bis elaborate Sermon at opening of that Synod had advan- 

, nciples, which were enough to daſh all my Hope of this 
=; when without any Reſentment from his Orthodox Breth- 
0 mantun'd that God never reverſes the Sentence of his up- 
,, 1248s; much leſs cou'd I expectthar their fellow Servants 


d Offwhich I had a very convincing Proof a few Hours after 
J Uculcated ſuch excellent Doctrine, when they wau'd not 
M 2 allow 
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allow me to be preſent as an Auditor 10 one of their private Meet 
ings, When an Affair wherein I was equally concerned with then 
was under Deliberation. But on the ſingle Motion of that 
Divine, | was deſired by the Moderator to withdraw from an Af 
b. wherein by their own Conſtitution they cou'd claim no Auth 
riiy, as unworthy to be in their Aſſemlby, becauſe I had expoſed they 
vod by publiſhing their Proceedings againſt me. 2dly I cou'd nd 
be ſure it wou'd ſtand me in any ſtead, if it was true, that I wust 
cluded contrary the Mind of the greateſt Number of Miniſters; forth 
might either be ſilent, withdraw, or be out · voted by the Minority 
Miniſters, and the forlorn Hope of the Party, this Authors judio 
ous Elders. Which J had a rare Inſtance of, in that very 
when it was carried contrary to the mind of the greateſt Num 
the Miniſters, to ſuſtend a Miniſter that was not ſubject to them, ti 
had ever appeared or been Cited to appear in Judgement before the 
for the Cauſe they tried and condemned him. Laſtly, Ieoud 
propoſe Peace or Corntort among them. For not only Partum 


they 


ſo high that whoever wou'd not tamely ſubmit to the leading Ne 
tion, muſt expect nothing but their keeneſt Reſentment, upon i ben 
the leaft Pretence what{oever. hut Principles were openly a 

ted, to ſupport the Synod's extraordinary Sentence againſt me,. — 
made that venerable Aſſembly Lords of Men's Faith and Pub 

too. For it was ſtrenuo.. ly maintain'd that the Sentence of then 

premeFudicature was to be obey d by all ſubordinate ones, beit RIVH 

or WRONG ; that all the Qualifications the Goſpel requires n 1 
mi niſter, were not ſufficient to preſerve a Perſon's Right to mini 
Communion, but other additional Qualiſicatious preſerib'd by 7 KLE 
aſtical Aſſemblies were neceſſary, and the Want of theſe enough i int 
clude one qualified by the Laws of the Goſpel; And that tho a St Allow 
paſs'd againſt a man were in itſelf unjuſt, yet his appealing to the WA Pity tc 
in his own Defence, was Reaſon good enoughnot to reverſe ius "0 gre 
righteous Decree. What Peace cou'd be hoped for, among — 
of Men, under the Influence of ſuch unſound and tyranniciſ P * fem 
ciples. the Event has afterwards ſhown; when they ſpirited up! — 
ſame Party that carried on ſuch a Scene of Injuſtice and Violent ey 
gainſt me, to cæclude from their Body an entire Presbyrety, by 1 == 
molt claſs. fadicious. and learned ot their Number, upon]. "eng 
Miſtake and Blunder of their own, which they wou'd neither ſe 
fy in their Minutes, nor be convinced of, tho? it was gn =y n 
again made as Clear asthe Sun at noon Day 3 as may be % . 
ſeen in the Narrative of the Presbyptery of Antrim, p 231. Ti ofthe 3 
their raſh and violent Proceedings they fully confirmed — nd * 
and Juſtneſs of Nazianzen's Complaint, and Obſervation — bu e 
cils in his Days, he never ſaw a good and happy End , 82 * | 
but that they rather increaſe than leſſen the Evil, phat the th * 


Contention and Ambition always overcomss their Runen f 


ſurely this might abundantly juſtify any to imitate his Re/alwti; 
« = reſpect to Eceleſiaſtical Aſſemblies which claim, or ailert to 
fl themſelves a proper Authority, when his Reaſon will be found ſo 
fully verified of them. Of never going to any Council, becauſe no- 
© thing is to be heard there, but Geeſe and Cranes, who fight with- 
* out Underſtanding one another. There one may ſee Diviſ:ons, Quar- 
rels and — Things, which were hid before, and are collected 
into one Nlace with Cruel Men, lam far from applying this to 
the whole Sabſeribers, for I know there are many ſenſible and well 
dilpoſed Men among them, who are ſick of their Aſſemblies, while 
they are entirely over- ruled by a violent Parry: But 1 may appeal to 
all impartial Men, of whatever Denomination, who have been 
Witneſſes of their late Proceedings, If I may not apply to them the 
beautiful Compariſon of the Pſalmift, without pronouncing it ei- 
ther as a Prophecy or Imprecation, * That they are as Graſs en the 
i Houſe Tops which withereth, before it groweth up; wherewith the 
' Mower filleth not his Hand, nor he that bindeth Sheaves, his Boſom. 
Neither do = which do go by, ſay, the Bleſſing of the Lord be u- 
gen you, we bleſs von in the Name of the Lord., 


——. 


CONCLUSION to the Reader. 


A N Addreſs of this kind may ſcem extraordinary ; but if the 
Ceremony of making the proper Complements to the Reader 
in the fr # place be overlook'd, it muſt be own'd he is moſt fairly dealt 
dy in this manner. No Art made uſe of to ſooth him into any partial 
Allowances, nor bis Judgment deſired, till he has had full Opportu- 
nuty to examine and conſider the matter in Debate. And even then, 
no greater favour ask d, than to admit of anapologyfor the trouble that 
5 given him fo late. For, however the Men of every fize among the 
Diſſenters had ſhewn *emſelves highly delighted with Marvels Wit, 
"and Al ſop's Humor and Pleaſantry, whenimploy'd in their Defence; 
t was not tobe expected they wou'd give any Quarter to one, who 
wou'd ſeek to turn the ſame Weapons againſt themſelves. And 
therefore it ſeerned too haæardous a thing to venture abroad ſuch a 
045 Performance, and all the uſe it was ever like to be put to, 

Was to divert a few Friends, and indulge a little Merriment and 
Taughrer. And while the Author met with no Diſturbance from 
this Defence of the Synod*s Method with him, nor the private Efforts 
oß the Party, this Piece might have remain'd in that State of Privacy 
in! Retirement. But when ſome Partiſaus of the Faction found 
ens to make an open Attempt to rent his People from him, and 
tis Defence of the Synod was trump'd up, as a full Fuftification of all 
te Proceedings againſt him, It was no longer thought expedient 
Va it paſs, without the proper Reply it richly deſerved, and 2 


2 


cher it has met with that or no, the Reader is now a Judge; and it 
is further humbly ſubmitted to him, if the late Meaſures taken againſt 
him don't fully juſtify all the Liberty he has taken with the Fachin 
aud their able Champion, The ſhort Account whereof, is as follows, 
A ſingle Member of the Author's Congregation, who for ſome 
time had attended the public Services of a neighbouring Miniſter, 
vrithout any Commiſſion, or conſulting any more of the People 
than two or three, repaired to the very Rev'd. Presbytery of Bangor, 
with a View to be ſatisfied about the true Grounds and Realons of 
his Miniſter's being denied Miniſterial Communion, and to find out, if 
there was any thing in his Caſe, that cou'd make it dangerous for 
People to continue under his Miniſtry; and for that End reſolv'dto 
ropole to have one of their Number ſent to open up and unfold the 
Jerking Danger in the Face of the People, or if no ſuch thing appear'd, 
that every one then might ſee all the Noiſe and Fealouſy, that was 
kept up by private Whiſpers, or more open Calumnies, was but 
empty and groundleſs, But this Member fell into Hands, who put 
him upon quite other Meaſures, and immediately vamp'd up a 
Supplication, ſetting forth that many were zneaſy under the Author's 
paſtoral Care, and deſiring that Means might be taken for ſup- 
plying ſuch with a Miniſter of ſound and true PresbyterianPrincipies 
and to which he was prevaibd upon to ſet the Names of TEN other 
Perſons, moſt of hom highly reſented this Uſage of them. Upon 
the Strengthof this powerful Invitation, a Majority of the Presbytery 
then pretent, contrary to the Advice and Judgment of ſome of ther 
molt under ſtanding Brethren, agreed to {end the Rev'd. Mr. Hen) 
Hamilton, ts try out the Inclinations of the People; and that he migit 
have tall Opportunity todo fo, appointed him to go to the Spot o 
Tueſday, Nov'r. 21,1727. and preach there, or not, as he found it: 
convenient. This was at once nois'd not only in the Congregatin, 
but throughout the Neighbourhood; and it was given out, that 0 
the Day after his Arrival, there wou'd be Sermon in the place; and 
as the Author was deſired by the Suppliant himielf to attend for us 
own Vindication, this engaged a vaſt Multitude of all Sorts, to think 
of coming thither. But totheir great Surprize, they met a Cour 
termand that Morning, tho' Mr. Hamilton was actually come; 
he in a ſhort Speech told the People that ventur'd the Length, be hal 
no Inſtructions to preach till the Sunday following, and if they would then 
attend, he wou'd preach, and open up his Commiſſion and Errand. 
| Juſt as he had thus diſmiſc'd the Aſſerably, the Author appears 
waited on the Rev'd Miſſionary, and expreſs'd his Concern at 
Dilappnintment, alledging it had been the faireſt way, to have Me" 
naged the Affair in his Preſence, when he might have Opportun 
to make his Defence to any thing that might be ſaid a — 
To which the good old Man frankly replied, his only B meſs al 
was to preach Chriſt, and that he nor none of them had any # 


to, ſay againſt the Author, but that he was na Member of 225 


broug} 


- — 


licatures, And this occaſioning ſome Diſcourſe about the Synod's 
Conduct, and the extraordinary Sentence they paſs d againſt the Au- 
thor, the celebrated Performance which has been conlider'd in the 
focegoing Papers, Was mention'd as fully vindicating the Proceed- 
ings of that venerable Aſſembly ; and when the Book was pro- 
dac'd, and openly charg'd with Hereſy and Nonſenſe, the Rev d. 
Father firſt ask*d with Surprize when he heard the Words, if they 
were really contain'd in that Book? And when he was deſired to 


"WH red them with his own Eyes, he contented himſelf with faying 
at Mr. . — was 4 brave man, aud he would 1 what he 
" WH had/aid; and the Author then aſſut d him, he ſhou'd have a full Op- 
portunity to do ſo. 

c AND thus the Author ſuppos'd his Work was over for that 
„ Time; but the whole Multitude being vext at their Diſappoint- 
1s 


ment, did ſo vehemently urge his preaching to them; that all 
Denials were vain. In the mean Time Mr. Hamilton went off 
the Ground, but return'd the Friday following, to prepare Mat- 
ters for the Deſign in View 3 and then delivered to the firſt nam- 
ed Member a proper Supplication to be figned by ſuch, as were 
ffirous to quit the Author's Miniſtry, and to be for md into 4 
ſeparate Oy Th:s Supplication he ordered the Member to 


copy out in his own Hand, and refuſed to leave the Original 
0" Bl with him. On the Sunday following, Mr. Hamilton preached 
") Wl to 2 numerous Aſſembly in his ſerious familiar Way, and after 
e Sermon pull'd out the * and ordered the forementioned 
oenber to read it publicly, deſiring him not to be aſhamed of it, for 
= there was no harm in it. But when none cou'd be got to ſub- 


bre it, but the perſon whe read it, there was Intimation given, 
bat the Paper ſhou'd be left in his Hands, that any who had a 
mind todo it afterwards, might find it with him: But no others 
br cou d be drawn into the Snare; and this very Member himſelf re- 
i Wl kfecting how far ſhort this Attempt came of his firft Expectation, 
" and upon Enquiry finding how groundleſs the ſeveral Charges 
n breught againſt the Author were, has fince attended his public 
un, e Miniſtrations. 
w T will no doubt ſurprize the Reader, when he underſtands the 
15 duplication was ſtuffed with the groſſeſt Lies and Calumnies a- 
1 gainſt the Author, notwithſtanding what this Rev'd Gentleman 
7 ad aſſured him of, in the hearing of many Witneſſes. There 
b has been Application made to the Red Presbytery to know if 

"W's was done by their Direction: Or if they woil d undertake to make 
od the ſeveral Charges brought there againſt the Author; and Mr. 
Hamilton has been expoſtulated with by Letter, on his Con- 
Wet, and Neparation required in the Goſpel Way for the Injury done 
o one, whom he honoured with the Character of Brother; but 
to Satisfaction cou'd be had. And therefore the Author takes 
ur Opportuairy to propoſe the only effe@ual Way to filence and 


confute 


r | 
- eonfute every falſe and L Report, which is publiſhed 
ſupport any Cauſe, that has no Foundation in Reaſon or A 
" ment. It is built upon the Experience of Divines, whio' lan 
44 met with ſuch Treatment from their Adverſaries, and is agree 
1 able to all the Rules of Equity and fair Judgement. I'ſhall gie 
it if in the Words of an Author who made tryal, and found th 
ity ceisofit ; and every one may ſee how to apply it to the Cat 
Hand ; ipeaking of his being attack d by Slanders inſtead" af 
guments, he ſays, * There are few People who are capable 
-* oppoling fo powerful a Tyranny; which yet I do ; for Bl 
pat a Stop to their Impudence, and I ſhall put a Stop to itgpl 
by the ſame Means. I declare therefore, that they\haye" 
« moſt 1 MPUDENTL r. Let them proye the Thidgswhi 
they object againſt me, or elſe, let them paſs for men e 
of an impudent Lie. Their proceeding hereupon, will die 
© who'is in the right. In the mean Time ] defire all the We 
to obſerve, this Rind of Men, who will not endure "the 
Reproach which they can e very patient under 
they cannot defend, and diſguiſe their Want of Power N 
Cloak of falſe Virtue. Wherefore T have boldly attac g 
4 and endeayour'd to bring them 10 Shame, that even thew 
1 anteſt People may perceive that if they hold the Pere 
if '< Patience is not the Effect of their Meekneſs, but of ce 
© oftheir Conſcience ?. And on this very Foot the A 
; all the Reproaches they ſpread againſt him. 
© UPON the: whole; muſt not every ſenfible and candg 
© obſerve a melancholly Inſtance of the Miſchief and Evil fb 
perate Zeal? It not only quenches à great deal of Mean 
Light, but wou'd ſeem to make them read the GoſpeFback 
and inſpire them with Principles that are the very Reval 
"it's excellent Laws. How grievous muſt it be to an ,wad! 
ſerious and vital Religion above the Intereſts ofa Pati t 
of ſuch ſolemn Gravity and Striftneſs carried away fro 
and brighteſt Principles of Charity and Fuſtice, and all ro Jn 
| little Dehgn of gratifying the Revenge of a Party upon 
-* who had continued unſhaken by all their Fury and Reſet 
To deny that he had any thing againſt a man whilſt he w6; 
Face, and yet have in petto to be produced in f 
horrid and ſcandaloas Libel, ſuch as rais's the Hamm 
whole Audience to a fingle Man; isa Way of propo 
* 7 ory that nothing but « Zeal, which burns without uf, 4 

* 


Light cou'd betray a Man into FINIS. 
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